
ROYAL NAVY UNIFORMS 


Write for special details and 
advantages of placing your 

PROMOTION ORDER 

with 

BERNARDS MEN’S SHOP 

40 Commercial Road, Portsmouth 
Telephone 26116 


BERNARDS OFFICERS’ 
SHOP 

40 Commercial Road, Portsmouth 
Telephone 26116 

Be assured of close and personal 
attention to all of your Uniform 
and Civilian requirements 


The Newspaper of the Royal Navy and The Royal Naval Association 


No. 56 JANUARY, 1959 


Published first Thursday of the month 


Price Four pence 


BRITAIN’S ATOMIC 
POWERED SUBMARI] 


Portsmouth Honour 


T HE Portsmouth City Council unanimously passed a resolution that the 
Council “do confer upon the Royal Marines the privilege, honour and 
distinction of marching through the City of Portsmouth to the beat of the 
drums, with bayonets fixed, and Colours flying.*’ The resolution is in recogni¬ 
tion of “their distinguished achievements and magnificent service on sea 
and land all over the world, and of the long and close association which vxids 
between the Royal Marines and the City.” 

The Freedom is to be engrossed on supporting the resolution. Alderman 
vellum and presented on some suitable Sir Denis Daley, who said he was the 
occasion. most senior ex-Roval Marine present 

The Royal Hampshire Regiment at the Council meeting, and who is 
was accorded the Freedom of the City J former Lord Mayor of the ( itv. re- 
on May 20. 1950. lerrcd to the service given to Ports- 

’ “ ’ . ' . mouth by the Corps, particularly dur- 

Royal Marines everywhere, not j ng ( j lc war 

only in Portsmouth, are extremely 

pleased about the honour bestowed _ 

upon the Corps and arc looking for¬ 
ward to the presentation day. _ 

The Lord Mayor of Portsmouth Li \/| 

(Councillor A. L. Blake), who was a v JL« iX VI iW ”") 

war-time officer in the Royal Marines. 

proposed the resolution which was /lAl/AfiAn 

seconded by the Deputy Lord Mayor Iflf UvVUlIUl l 


(Councillor A. G. Asquilh-Lceson). In 


Is ‘Bluestreak’ the 
solution? 


T HE Commandcr-in-Chief. Ports¬ 
mouth (Admiral Sir Guy Gran¬ 
tham), recently presented British 
Empire Medals to three chief petty 
officers, whose awards were listed in 
this year's Birthday Honours List. 

The three men were Mr. C. R. Smith. 
D.S.M., formerly an officer's chief 
cook; C.E.A, K. E. J. Corbin, of 
H.M.S. Collingwood. and C.P.O. C. T. 
Naish, of H.M.S. St. Vincent. 

The awards were for outstanding 
zeal and devotion to duty: Mr. Smith 
while serving on the staff of the 
Commandcr-in-Chief. Home Fleet; 
C.E.A. Corbin for service in H.M.S. 
Undine; and C.P.O. Naish for service 
in H.M.S. Kenya. 

The citations stated that Mr. Smith 
“is a good cook, a fine example 
of cheerful enthusiasm and an excel¬ 
lent tutor to his juniors. He ranks 
among the foremost of those whose 
c “ * exceptional service has maintained 
the prestige of the Royal Navy” 
C.E.A. Corbin is “a fine example to 
juniors and seniors alike” and C.P.O. 
inlander The supersonic plane is unlikely to Naish is “of the highest moral stan- 
ent into find support in the Defence Committee dard. setting an impeccable standard 

• r •« * .*n . . • "a . * . it M 


An officially released impression by an Admiralty artist of H.M.S/M. Dreadnought, the Royal Navy's first nuclear- 
propclled submarine. A prominent feature of her design is her whale-shaped hull, the near-perfect streamline 
giving maximum underwater efficiency, while the tin-like conning tower is also aimed at reducing “drag" to the 
minimum. The Dreadnought's hull will lie British built, the main contractors being Vickers-Armstrongs (Ship¬ 
builders) Ltd. A contract for the purchase of a nuclear power unit built in the United States is under negotiation 
at the present time. The Dreadnought will be capable of continuous high underwater speed and will have a long 
endurance. Admiral Sir William Davis. Commandcr-in-Chief, Home Fleet, recently stated : “I attach tremendous 
importance to the submarine as an anti-submarine weapon. I don’t think any of us, even on the naval side, realise 
the revolution in thinking and naval strategy that the advent of the nuclear submarine has made. It is probable 
that the motto of the ship will be ‘Fear God—Dread Nought."' The name “Dreadnought" was made famous by 
the battleship built at Portsmouth in 1906. That ship was of 17.900 tons and of a design which revolutionised 
battleship construction. She was superior in both firepower and speed to any other ship then afloat, and was described 

by Lord Fuller as the “hard-boiled egg—because she cannot be beaten" 


W ILL Britain’s H-bomb deterrent 
of the future be delivered by sub¬ 
marine - fired missile, land - based 
rocket or supersonic bomber? That is 
the question that is being asked today. 
As the cost of all the different methods 
is expected to be £500.000.000 it would 
be beyond Britain's resources to en¬ 
deavour to produce all three. 

It is understood that the Defence 
Committee arc considering “Blue 
streak," a 2.000-niile liquid-fuelled 
rocket, a British-built nuclear sub¬ 
marine to lire the American H*rockct 
Polaris, and finally, a supersonic 
strategic bomber. 

Blucstrcak seems to have the best 
chance of being produced, for the 
solid-fuelled Polaris is inferior in per¬ 
formance to the liquid-fuelled Blu 
streak. The cost of nuclear submarines, 
it is thought, would be about 
£50.000.000 each. 


ESCAPED FROM 
CAR IN LOCK 


I N a three-nation handover ceremony 
held in the yard of J. Samuel White 
Ltd., at Cowes. Isle of Wight, on Tues¬ 
day. December 16. H.M.S. Charity was 
transferred to the Pakistan Navy. The 
ceremony was three-fold because the 
ship is being purchased from the 
Admiralty by the United States of 
America and handed to Pakistan as 
part of the mutual assistance pro¬ 
gramme which the U.S.A. is under¬ 
taking for that country. The ship was 
renamed P.N.S. Shah Jehan. 

Commodore Superintendent Con¬ 
tract Built Ships (Commodore R. L. H. 
Marsh. D.S.O.. R.N.) represented the 
Board of Admiralty in handing the 
ship to Capt. V. B. Cole. U.S.N.. 


Success Built 


SISTER SHIP OF PORPOISE AND 
RORQUAL COMMISSIONED 


T HE third of the Royal Navy's new Porpoise Class of operational submarines 
was commissioned at the Birkenhead yard of Messrs. Cammcll Laird & Co. 
I.td., on Fridav, December 19. She Is II.M.S. Grampus (Lieut.-Cdr. M. P. 
Seth-Smith, R.N.), sister ship of the Porpoise and Rorqual already in service 
with the Fleet. 

The commissioning service was con-1 feet long and have a beam measure- 
ducted jointly by the Lord Bishop of ment of 26J feet. Air and surface 
Chester, the Right Rev. G. A. Elison. warning radar can be operated at pcri- 
who conducted the service at the ship’s | scope depth as well as when surfaced, 
launching in May. 1957. and the Rev. 

A. B. O'Farrell. R.N.. Chaplain of the 
3rd Submarine Squadron, which thi 
Grampus will eventually join. 

H.M.S. Grampus, which has a com 
plcmcnt of six oflicers and 65 ratings 


A NOVEL idea was tried in H.M.S. 

Eagle before she left the United 
Kingdom for the foreign service leg of 
her General Service Commission. The 
Commodore. Naval Drafting, was in¬ 
vited to send a representative to the 
ship to talk to the oflicers and ratings 
in general terms about drafting and 
advancement and to deal with some 
ratings' questions personally. There 
was a ready response from the Commo¬ 
dore. and one of his Drafting Com¬ 
manders was sent down from Hasle- 
inere while Eagle was at Devonport. 

Busv as the Commodore. Naval 
Drafting's staff must be. the experi¬ 
ence recommends such a visit by 
“Draftie" to all ships during the com¬ 
mission. The confidence engendered by 
this personal and understanding ap¬ 
proach justifies it. Furthermore, there 
may well be a saving in paper work in 
the long run. while its contribution to 
the morale of a ship's company makes 
it a “must." 

(Sec page 8) 


M/S SQUADRON 
HOME FOR XMAS 


H .M. Ships Appleton. Coniston, 
Yarnton. Upton and Wolvcrton— 
the 100th Minesweeping Squadron— 
which have been on patrol around 
Cyprus for about 10 weeks, returned to 
Portsmouth and Chatham in Decem¬ 
ber. During the period off Cyprus each 
ship boarded about 190 small craft in 
search of arms. 
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Service 
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EDITORIAL 

T HE Queen, during her Christmas 
broadcast, referred to the "un¬ 
certainties and promises" of the 
forthcoming year. There arc thousands 
of people in England who will cer¬ 
tainly claim that the Royal Navy is 
facing uncertainties. They are pro¬ 
foundly disturbed by our lack of ships 
and by the apparent inordinate delay 
in completion of those now being 
built. 

"Britain must have a strong Navy.” 
Throughout the centuries far-sighted 
men have emphasised this point and 
surely the need is as great today as it 
ever was. It is realised that Britain is 
today one of a team, but unless 
Britain herself is strong the other 
members are unlikely to support the 
team. After all. if a boxer relics on a 
strong right arm. and that becomes 
paralysed, the result of a light becomes 
a foregone conclusion. 

With Britain's heavy commitments 
throughout the globe the cost of a 
large modern navy is of course enor¬ 
mous, but it should be regarded as 
an insurance, the premium of which 
is small compared with the utter 
desolation which could ensue. 

This "uncertainty” could and should 
be removed—even at the expense of 
some of the things we now regard as 
"essentials." for without freedom 
therc'd be no "essentials." H.M.S. 
Tiger, the first of the "Tiger” class of 
cruisers, is due to come into service 
early in 1959, but the Lion and the 
Blake arc not expected to be ready 
before 1960. If only we had half a 
dozen (or more) of these up-to-date 
ships in commission! 


Wo wish all our readers, contributors 
and advertisers a Happy New Year. 
May prosperity attend you all. 


"WITH A THANKFUL 
REMEMBRANCE OF THY 
MERCIES” 

O shew yourselves joyful before 
the Lord the King. Ixt the sen make 
a noise, and all that therein is: the 
round world, and they that dwell 
therein. Let the floods clap their 
hands and let the hills he joyful 
before the Lord. 
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TOURIST BOARD FOR Letters to the Editor 

MALTA TO BE SET UP ARE UNDERSEA BASES 

M R. Lennox-Boyd, Colonial Secre- j the turning over of Malta dockyard to _ 

tarv. stated recently that consid- j the shipbuilding firm of C. H. Bailey. L tf I V V I l? I Li 


lVltary. stated recently that consid¬ 
erable progress had been made towards 

German Navy 
gets frigate 

A T the Newcastle-on-Tyne Naval 
.Yard of Vickers-Armstrongs (Ship¬ 
builders) Ltd., on Tuesday, December 
9, the German Federal Navy formally 
took possession of the second of seven 
frigates bought from the Royal Navy 
a year ago. 

She is the Actaeon, which was ac¬ 
cepted at a short ceremony on behalf 
of the Federal Ministry of Defence by 
Rcgicrungsbaudirektor O. Fcnsclau 
from Mr. G. H. Houldcn, Managing 
Director of Vickers-Armstrongs (Ship¬ 
builders) Ltd., the firm responsible for 
refitting the ship. Among those present 
was Korvetten-kapilan A. Zimmer- 
mann Naval Attache at the German 
Embassy in London. 

The Actaeon starts her sea trials 
with a ship's company of seven officers 
and 69 ratings of the German Navy, 
and will continue to bear the name she 
possessed for service under the White 
Ensign until being commissioned and 
rcchristcncd in Germany for duty as 
Cadet training ship at Kiel. She is to 
be commanded by Fregatten-kapitan 

F. K. Paul and sailed for Bremerhaven 
on December 18. 

The Actaeon, a later Black Swan 
class of frigate, was completed in July, 
1946, by Messrs. John I. Thornycroft 
& Co. Ltd. The following year she went 
to South Africa and served with the 
South Atlantic Squadron based on 
Simonstown until January, 1953. 
steaming some 90.000 miles during this 
period on visits to countries and 
islands on both the cast and west 
coasts of Africa. 

Among the places she visited at that 
time were the Gold Coast, the Ivory 
Coast. Gambia, Liberia, the French 
Camcroons, the Belgian Congo, St. 
Helena, Tristan da Cunha, Madagascar 
and Mozambique. 

The Oakley, the first of the frigates 
to be accepted by the Bundcsmarinc. 
was taken over at Liverpool on Octo¬ 
ber 2. 


the turning over of Malta dockyard to 
the shipbuilding firm of C. H. Bailey. 

A satisfactory agreement had still to 
be completed, but subject to this, the 
firm should assume responsibility not 
later than the end of March this year. 

After the transfer the Royal Navy 
would continue to use Malta as a 
naval base and the Admiralty would be 
responsible for it and for some of the 
functions carried out in the dockyard. 

There arc about 12.500 local people 
in the base and dockyard and about 
half of these would be offered work 
by the commercial firm. The rest would 
continue to be employed by the Ad¬ 
miralty. 

It is expected that there will be a 
gradual diminution of the numbers 
employed by the Admiralty, but up to 
December, 1962, the numbers in the 
dockyard and in the naval base arc 
not likely to fall below 11.500. 

Mr.. Lennox-Boyd also intimated 
that plans were in hand to provide 
employment outside the dockyard and 
in this connection the contract for the 
development of a deep-water harbour 
had been let and the ’contractor 
expected to be able to report substan¬ 
tial progress by the end of the present 
financial year. 

This deep-water harbour will help to 
provide modern port facilities and 
thus help to encourage industry and 
tourism. The establishment of a Malta 
Government Tourist Board is en¬ 
visaged. 


C-in-C inspects 
Headquarters Reserve 

T HE Commandcr-in-Chicf, Ports¬ 
mouth (Admiral Sir Guy Gran¬ 
tham). inspected the Portsmouth Unit 
of the Headquarters Reserve (R.N.R.) 
at the Royal Naval Barracks on 
December 11. Accompanied by Cdr. 
P. A. Tithcridge. R.N.R. (Command¬ 
ing Officer of the unit). Admiral 
Grantham said that there were now 
11 officers and 115 ratings in the unit, 
and during Exercise "Shipshape" some 
officers and men were employed at 
Fort Southwick. The Commandcr-in- 
Chief thanked the Reservists for their 
enthusiasm and said he had been im¬ 
pressed by their bearing and evident 
keenness. 


POSSIBLE? 

S IR,—Many thanks for your kind 
help. . . . 

My home was in Ryde, I.O.W., and 
when a boy my interests and inclina¬ 
tions were to be in the Navy, but un¬ 
fortunately I wasn't rugged enough to 
be accepted. At the age of 10 I knew 
more concerning the Navy than the 
average, and could even now write a 
good description of being taken to the 
Royal Naval Exhibition in 1891. 

The news of the scrapping of so 
many ships of the Navy is alarming in 
view of the appalling menace of the 
Soviet Navy. They arc reported to 
have between 500 and 700 submarines 
which arc. even now. probably cover¬ 
ing all trade routes and ports. The 
operations of the "peaceful" Soviet 
trawlers and missions should have very 
close scrutiny, for. in my mind, there 
is the possibility that they arc making 
undersea bases just outside territorial 
waters. 

Instead of scrapping the small craft, 
frigates, etc., they should be armed as 
submarine killers and provided with 
homing missiles equipped with a war¬ 
head like the magnetic mine. Doubt¬ 
less the scientists could make such a 
missile which would operate only 
below the surface thus eliminating 
surface accidents. I would also have 
the light craft fitted to carry helicop¬ 
ters which could detect and drop a 
lethal packet on a submarine. I do 
not wish to sound alarming but war 
will come when the Soviet has com¬ 
pleted its plans and I look for one "all 
out" paralysing blow which will leave 
no time for preparation or to build 
anything. That is why the scrapping of 
the small craft seems suicidal to me. 

I think that today we face the most 
serious time in the world’s history. 
The Soviet, with its ideas of world 
dominaton. will leave nothing to 
chance. 1 think the free world should 
get up a "war-time speed” and equip 
these ships to deal with this potential 
submarine menace. The time, I am sure 
is mnning out. I could he wrong, but 
was proved correct before August 4. 
1914. H. F.SCOTT. 

Montgomery Road. R.R.2.. 

New Westminster. B.C. 


NAVY NEWS IN 
AUSTRALIA 

S IR,—My brother— R. L. Maguire, 
who is vice-chairman of the Enfield 
Branch. R.N.A., posted me a copy of 
Navy News and I was quite surprised 
and interested in an article on page 5 
of July. 1958, issue regarding Admiral 
Sir Phillip V. Enright. I myself am an 
ex-Greenwich Royal Hospital School 
boy—about the same time as Admiral 
Enwright. An Admiral and also a 
knighthood from the lower deck is a 
rarity, so I would, if possible, like very 
much to hear how this happened and 
any further information you could give 
me. Myself—I transferred to the 
R.A.N. after the 1914-18 War and 
finished up P.O. Tel., and have been 
out here now nearly 40 years—so am 
nearly a local lad now! Congrats, on 
the Navy News— this is the first copy 
I’ve seen, but from now on my brother 
will be posting them out to me. If you 
have a spare corner in your "N.N.” 
one of these days you might please 
mention that J. Maguire—Ex 5.10 

G.R.H.S.—is still going strong and 
wishes all the "old boys” all the very 
best. etc. — Yours faithfully. J. 
MAGUIRE. Main Road. Fennells 
Bay. N.S.W., Australia. 


MEMBERSHIP OF 
TRADE UNIONS 

A DMIRALTY Fleet Order 2890/58 
states that the Admiralty has 
arranged for trade union recognition 
of certain Service trades in order to 
assist ratings who arc nearing their date 
of discharge and wish to enter civil 
life as members of a trade union. A 
rating may join the appropriate union 
as a subscribing member while he is 
still in the .Service, but may not 
assume any obligation to the Union 
(beyond payment of subscription) 
whilrhc remains in full-time service. 
Lists of ratings and other ranks 
recognised by trade unions arc given 
in the Admiralty Fleet Order. 


ROYAL NAVY’S DRAFTING FOREFAST 


LEEDS . 

BRADFORD . 

HUDDERSFIELD . 

SHEFFIELD . 

NOTTINGHAM . 

LEICESTER . 

NORTHAMPTON . 

LIVERPOOL . 

MANCHESTER. 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME ... 
STAFFORD ... ... _ 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 

BIRMINGHAM ... _ 

cov:ntry ... . *• ... 

WARWICK »—« ... ... 

BANBURY 

OXFORD . 

PLYMOUTH . ... 

DRUMBRIDGES 
EXETER ... ~ 

BRISTOL ... ... ... ... 

SALISBURY 

GLOUCESTER ... _ 

SWINDON ... ... ... 

CIRENCESTER ... ... 

MARLBOROUGH 
READING ~ ...* ... 

PORTLAND ... ... w 

From Parch:m ... ... 

LONDON 


43/f 

43/6 

40/4 

34/3 

31 /- 

24/. 

21 /- 

40/4 

M/4 

nit 

Mi¬ 

ni. 

15 /- 
23/- 
20 /- 
17/4 
15 /- 
24 /- 
21/4 
lt/4 
17/4 
S/3 
25 /- 
18 /- 
21 /- 
15 /- 
II/- 
15 /- 
14/- 
12 •- 


All these services will tokc the following route 
for convenience of Service Personnel: RJA. 
tarrocks. Eattney: HJA.S. Vernon: Royal Sailors' 
Home Club. Queen Street: R.N tarrocks. 
Unicorn Cate: Stanley Rd. for HJA.S. Excellent: 
H.M.S. Pheonix: RA.O.C.. Hiltea Barracks: 
Cosham, Hornes: .Town Quay. Foreham. Also 
picking up at H.M.S. Anti at cheoper rote 

N.B.—To all ships visiting Ports¬ 
mouth: Special facilities to meet 
your particular travelling require¬ 
ments can be organised at short 

notice. 

Write, phone or call 
TRIUMPH COACHES LTD. 

3 Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth 
•’ Phone 20947 


PARTICULARS IN this forecast are 
liable to alteration. The U.K. Rase 
Port is the port at which a ship may 
he ex fleeted to give leave and to re jit 
as a general rule. 

Volunteering. Ratings may volunteer 
for any of the ships, or for service in 
a particular station, or for specific 
forms of service (e.g.. Local Foreign 
Service or General Service). As draft¬ 
ing action is normally taken at least 
four months ahead for General Ser¬ 
vice and Foreign Service and two 
months ahead for Home Sea Service 
and Port Service, applications to 
serve in ships which are commission¬ 
ing within these periods are unlikely 
to have any effect. 

SUBMARINE COMMAND 
II.M.S. Grampus, December. 1958. at 
Birkenhead for service in the Fas- 
lane Squadron. 

H.MA. Sentinel, January. 1959, at 
Chatham for service in Portland 
Squadron. 

H.MA. Narwhal, February, at Barrow 
for service in the Faslanc Squadron. 
II.MA. Token, February, at Devon- 
port for service in the Malta Squad¬ 
ron. 

GENERAL 

H.MA. Si. Bride's Bay, January 30. at 
Singapore, for Foreign Service (Far 
East) 

HALS. Cavalier, January 9, at Singa¬ 
pore. for Foreign Service (Far East) 
I1.M5. Marvton. January 5. at Hythc 
for Local Foreign Service (Mediter¬ 
ranean). (Crew ex Lullington.) 
HALS. Messina, January 6, at Chat¬ 
ham. for Foreign Service. 

H.MA. Venus, January 20, at Devon- 
port for trials. 

HALS. Loch Fync, January 27. at 
Devonport, for General Service 
Commission (Home/Arabian Sea 
and Persian Gulf). U.K. Base Port. 
Devonport. 

HALS. Daring, January 20, at Devon¬ 
port, for General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Mediterranean/Home). U.K. 
Base Port, Devonport. 

HALS. Dainty, January 20, at Ports¬ 
mouth for General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Mcditerrancan/Homc). U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. 

H.MA. Defender, January 20, at Chat¬ 


ham. for General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Mcditerrancan/Homc). U.K. 
Base Port. Chatham. 

H.MA. Bossinglon. January 27 at 
Portsmouth for Home Sea Service.; 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

H.MA. Sheraton, January 27 at Ports¬ 
mouth. for Home Sea Service. U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. 

H.MA. Whirlwind, January, at Malta 
for Local Foreign Service. (Refit 
complement.) 

II.MA. Caprice, February 17. at Glas¬ 
gow. for Foreign Service on Far 
East Station. 

H.MA. Chaplet. February 17. at 

Portsmouth for Home Sea Service. 
U.K. Base Port. Devonport. 

H.MA. Batlleaxc, February 17. at 

Rosyth. for General Service Com¬ 
mission (Mediterranean / Home) 
U.K. Base Port, Portsmouth. 

H.MA. Troubridge, February 25. at 
Portsmouth for General Service 
Commission (Homc/Wcst Indies). 

U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

II.MA. Crossbow, February 26, at 
Chatham, for trials (Part General 
Service Commission complement). 

H.MA. Vidal, February 17, at Chat¬ 
ham. for General Service Commis¬ 
sion. U.K. Base Port, Chatham. 

H.MA. Delight, February 24, at 

Devonport, for General Service 
Commission (Mcditerrancan/Homc). 
U.K. Base Port. Devonport. 

HALS. Gravclines, end February, at 
Devonport for trials. 

HA!A. Tiger, March 17 at Clyde, 
for Home Sea Service trials. U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. 

ILMA. Burnaston, March 9. at Hythc. 
for Local Foreign Service (Mediter¬ 
ranean). (Crew ex Hicklcton.) 

H.MA. Enterprise. March, at Bideford 
for Home Sea Service (East Coast 
Survey). U.K. Base Port, Chatham. 

ILMA. Egcria, March, at Cockcnzic. 
for Home Sea Service (East Coast 
Survey). U.K. Base Port, Chatham. 

H.MA. Yaxham, March, at Hythc. for 
Home Sea Service (50th M.S.S.). 
U.K. Base Port. Rosyth. 

ILMA. Malcolm, March 1, for Home 
Sea Service (Fishery Protection). 
U.K. Base Port. Rosyth. 

ILMA. Laymoor, April at Renfrew for 
Home Sea Service. (Crew ex 1 Boom 
Defence Vessel.) 


H.MA. Punchcston, April, at Hythc. 
for Local Foreign Service (Mediter¬ 
ranean). (Crew ex Kildarton.) 

H.MA. Girdle Ness, April 28 at Devon¬ 
port. for Local Foreign Service 
(Mediterranean). 

H.MA. Bermuda. April 30 at Devon¬ 
port for General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Homc/Mcditcrrancan). U.K. 
Base Port. Devonport. 

H.MA. Monckton. April, at Rosyth. 
for Home Sea Service (Vernon 
Squadron vice Bcachampton). U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. 

H.MA. Crane, April 30 at Singapore 
for Foreign Service (Far East). 

HALS. Crossbow, April 21 at Chatham 
for General Service Commission 
(Mcditerrancan/Homc). U.K. Base 
Port, Chatham. 

II.MA. Rocket, May 5. at Portsmouth, 
for trials. 

H.MA. Shavington, May 11. at Hvthc. 
for Local Foreign Service (Mediter¬ 
ranean). (Crew ex Dufton.i 

H.MA. Belfast. May 12. at Devonport. 
for Foreign Service (Far East). 

H.MA. Layburn, May. at Renfrew, for 
Home Sea Service. (Crew ex I Boom 
Defence Vessel.) 

H.MA. Loch Killisport, May 12, at 
Portsmouth, for General Service 
Commission (Homc/Arabian Sea and 
Persian Gulf). U.K. Base Port, 
Portsmouth. 

H.MA. St. James. June at Devonport 
for trials. 

H.MA. Powderham, June, at Hythc for 
Home Sea Service (50th M.S.S.— 
crew cx-Rccdham. Home Base Port. 
Rosyth. 

H.MA. Leverton, June, at Hythc. for 
Local Foreign Service (Mediter¬ 
ranean). (Crew ex Thankerton.) 

H.MA. Whitby, June, at Rosyth. for 
General Service C o m mission 
(Homc/Mcditcrrancan). U.K. Base 
Port, Rosyth. 

II.MA. Zest, June, at Portsmouth, for 
General Service Commission 
(Homc/Mcditcrrancan). U.K. Base 
. Port, Portsmouth. 

H.MA. Eastbourne, June, at Chatham, 
for General Service Commission 
(Homc/Mcditcrrancan). U.K. Base 
Port. Chatham. 

H.MA. Dairymple, July, at Devonport 
for General Service Commission. 
U.K. Base Port. Devonport. 


H.MA. Scorpion, July, at Chatham, 
for trials. (Part General Service 
Commission complement.) 

H.MA. Torquay, July, at Portsmouth, 
for General Service Commission 
(Homc/East of Stic/.). U.K. Base 
Port. Portsmouth 

H.MA. Salisbury. July, at Devonport, 
for General Service Commission 
(Home/East of Suez.) U.K. Base 
Port. Devonport 

H.MA. Scarborough, July, at Ports¬ 
mouth. for General Service Com¬ 
mission (Home/East of Sue/). U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. 

H.MA. Tenby, July, at Chatham, for 
General Service Commission (Home/ 
East of Sue/) IJ K Base Port. Chat¬ 
ham 

H.MA. Loch Insti, July, at Devon¬ 
port. for General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Homc/Arabian Sea and Per¬ 
sian Ciulf) U.K Base Port. Devon¬ 
port 

HALS. Tiger. July, for Genera! Ser¬ 
vice Commission. 

H.MA. Chevron, August, at Rosyth. 
for trials. 

H.MA. Puma, August, at Devonport, 
for General Service Commission 
(Homc/South Atlantic and South 
America). U.K Base Port: Devon¬ 
port 

HALS. Protector, August, at Ports¬ 
mouth. for General Service Com¬ 
mission (Homc/South Atlantic and 
South America). U.K Base Port. 
Portsmouth. 

II.MA. W’akcful, August, at Ports¬ 
mouth. for Home Sea Service 
(Portsmouth Squadron vice Star¬ 
ling). U.K Base Port. Portsmouth. 

II.MA. Scorpion. August, at Chat¬ 
ham. for General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Homc/Mcditcrrancan). U.K. 
Base Port. Chatham. 

HA!A. Verulam, August, at Devon¬ 
port. for Home Sea Service. U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. 

ILMA. CarysforL September, at Ports¬ 
mouth. for Foreign Service (Far 
East). 

H.MA. Albion, September, at Ports¬ 
mouth. for General Service Commis¬ 
sion. U.K. Base Port, Portsmouth. 

II.MA. Cavendish, October, at Devon¬ 
port, for Foreign Service (Far East). 
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ROOTES WORLD-WIDE OVERSEAS DELIVERY PLAN 


SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVY 
No. 40 H.M.S. EXPLORER 


Leading sea 


in country 


shire: February 8. Southern Area t ~ 

Einal at Guildford: February 14. r .. . • ' - . 

Scottish Area Final at Glasgow; Feb-1 - • m 'mwr^ 

ruary 14. Midland Area Final at Hit*I t i m, - 

chin; February 15. London Area Cup 

Final at Greenwich; February 22. QUILT by Messrs. Vickers- forces in t 
North-Fast Area Final at Nottingham; D Armstrongs (Shipbuilders) Ltd. at quired to 
March 6-8. Sea Cadet Corps Southern Barrow-in-Furness, H.M.S. Explorer high unde 
quarter-and semi-finals at Greenwich. (780 tons-standard, about 1.000 tons endurance 
when in the quarter-final Western submerged) is a high-speed type ex- most of h 
meet London, and Southern meet Mid- perimcntal submarine. The propulsive retractable 
land; March 13-15. Sea Cadet Corps machinery is of novel design, employ- 25 knots 
Cup Northern quarter- and semi-finals ing high-test peroxide. crew of s> 

at Liverpool, when Northern Ireland The ship was launched on March 5. The m 
meet North-Fast. Scotland meet 1954. and completed November 28. consists 
North-West; April 19. London Area 1956. and she serves to provide ex- steam and 
inter-district finals in London; April perience in the operation of her diesel- burning i 

25. Sea Cadet Corps Cup Final at electric-turbine combination, and as a j - 

Kettering. fast underwater target to train surface 


CUSTOMS OFFICERS 
REQUIRED 

A DMIRALTY Fleet Order 2982/58 
gives details of opportunities for 
officers and men to compete in an 
open competition for about 100 
appointments as officers of Customs 
and Excise Department. The written 
examinations will be held on March 10 
and II. 1959. at various centres in the 
United Kingdom and overseas. Those 
who are successful in the written 
examination will be called for inter¬ 
view in the United Kingdom in May. 
1959. Applications are required by 
January 8. 1959. 


poised on the threshold of the so-called 
jet age. Some 450 large jet-liners arc 
on order for delivery for 1959 and 
I960.” 

Britain established a new "first" with 
the inauguration by B.O.A.C. of 
scheduled jet services across the 
Atlantic with the Comet IV. with Pan- 
American World Airlines with its 
Boeing 707 very close behind. 

The compiler and editor. Mr. 
Lenard Bridgman, states in his preface 
that “the year just passed has seen 
space flight develop from science 
fiction to science fact." Much has been 
learned about conditions in inter¬ 
planetary space and developments are 
taking place which will enable men 
to follow the paths of the sputniks, 
one of which now in orbit, an 
American one. is expected to encircle 
My heart was deeply touched by | (he earth for the next 200 years. 
the pitiful cry from your motoring 
correspondent in December's Navy 
News/ / am hastening to forward 
these few lines in the hope that they 
may help to raise him from his 
slough a despond, and bring a 
feeble smile to his despairing 
countenance! 

Although I do not possess a car. 
and have no particular concern with 
motoring. I always read liis articles 
with the greatest itf interest. I often 
find in them a lot of information 
which is not only of general interest, 
hut which I try to remember for the 
benefit of my motoring friends. 

Not only this, hut I am always 
struck by the' broad-minded way in 
which he deals with his subject — 

"without fear or favour"—and by 
the friendly consideration for his 
fellow-drivers which is always so 
noticeable. As / have no reason to 
feel that my views are in any way 
unique. I think that Mr. Marsh 
can rest assured that his literary 
efforts are indeed widely and 
deeply appreciated. 

JOSEPH W. KNIGHT 


T HE latest edition of that indispen¬ 
sable book on aircraft. "Jane’s All 
the World’s Aircraft." now about to 
enter its 50th year, is "being published 
at a time when the world's airlines are 


Motoring Notes 


T HESE being the first motoring notes 
for the New Year, may I wash all 
Naval motorists good motoring and I 
freedom from trouble throughout 
1959. 

AVOIDING TROUBLE 

Although trouble on the road can 
take a variety of forms most of them 
are completely avoidable. I suppose 
the greatest calamity which can befall 
one is a breakdown at night after all 
garages have closed and the road 
patrols have gone home. Unfortun- 
ately it always seems to happen to 
those people who are ill-prepared, 
without tools or a tyre pump, often 
without a jack and seldom with such 
a thing as an electric torch. Unfor¬ 
tunate. not for the chap who breaks 
down, but for the individual who hap¬ 
pens to be motoring on that particular 
road and who has to use his equipment 
and time to get his fellow motorist 
out of trouble. 

Those of you who are in the habit 
of driving around without being pro¬ 
perly equipped, without a torch or 
elementary tools, with flat batteries 
and dud tyres, etcetera, might spare 
a thought and do something about 
equipping yourselves properly. Even 
the l'100 "banger" seldom gives trouble 
if it is properly looked after. 

WINTER DRIVING 

So far this winter we have had a 
fair share of fog but little frost or ice 
in the South of England. Bv the law of 
averages we still have some pleasures 
in store. 

*1 he experienced motorist can nearly 
always beat the weather. Here are a 
few tips to help you along. 

In fog or mist use your windscreen 
wipers. If they smear the screen at 
first, stop for a moment and wipe the [SSURANCE WITH 
screen with your chamois leather, not D M II 

forgetting to wipe the edge of the wiper v ** D n 

blades at the same time. If your car ITIONS 
has a screen demister.' use it. otherwise 

keep the inside of the screen clear with *r and Service risks 

your chamois, an article no motorist IDENT SOCIETY 

should be without. It is also wise to k| NGD OM 

put your lights on so that others can 

see you. . LONDON. E.C.4 

On frozen roads, drive with a fairy 000 
foot and refrain from heavy accelera- w. d. steyn. jt« Lon 
lion and braking. Use as high a gear as No. Portsmouth 60ssiy 
possible so as to restrict engine power. 

(Continued on page 7. column 2) I 


Deeply Appreciated 


r nrn rr. rMS.lTA 

'Mui'imilk' <>*o- 

lr»l. lyrr«.n»*r- 

it. I chrmilutn run- 
niiUL'f* irtiUbkuailfM; 
il»i two-loo* colour KbfnM. 


-with a great new powerful 
and economical HILLMAN engine 

Driving is believing. Sit behind the wheel of this masterly 
Minx and you know at once you’re in a great car. Great in 
comfort, luxury’ and style; great in safety and roadholding— 
and great in performance without loss of economy. Here’s a 
new, fully proven 1494 c.c. engine; new rear-axle ratio for 
more refined running, larger battery, larger clutch, deeper, 
more comfortable seating, special insulation for quieter run¬ 
ning, new front-end design, distinctive moulding embellish¬ 
ment, wider choice of colours— all these great improve¬ 
ments at no EXTRA cost! Try the great, new Hillman Minx 


NEW LOW-PRICE ESTATE CAR 
Try also tho now HILLMAN Estato Car—again with all 
these improvomonts and at a tower price than before. Yos— 
tho now HILLMAN Estato Car comes to you now at a now low 
prico—£598 plus p.t. £300.7.0. Horo's luxury, all-purpose 
motoring that's down In cost yot up In valuot ^ 


of which arc new. This book is in¬ 
dispensable to all those interested in 
aviation. 


See also HILLMAN MINX CONVERTIBLE. MINX SPECIAL SALOON 
and the DOUBLE-DUTY HILLMAN HUSKY . 


vr-war memorial in Pembroke 
►ilta. Rear-Admiral Sir Charles 
large about to rclum the call 


★ NEW * 

Hire Purchase Terms 

from lO% Deposit 

AND BALANCE OVER 36 MONTHS 


visits 

Leopard 


T HE First Sea Lord (Admiral of the 
Elect Earl Mountbattcn of Burma) 
visited Portsmouth on December 19 
and paid an informal visit to H.M.S. 
Leopard, recently completed in H.M. 
Dockyard. Portsmouth. 

The Leopard class, viz., Leopard. 
Jaguar. Lynx and Puma, arc anti-air¬ 
craft frigates designed primarily for 
the protection of convoys against air¬ 
craft and will also serve as a medium 
type of destroyer in olTcnsivc opera¬ 
tions. 


GROVE ROAO SOUTH 

SOUTHSEA 

Ui uiai . 

BASTION fltllNO STATION 

HILSEA 

T« « 0 «l< 

RAMSHILL CARACI 

PETERSFIELD 

tu urn 


ACCNCUS 


MOT Ok 


CNCOSH 


LIMITED 




4 


NAVY NEWS 


January, 195* 



BUILDING 


TEAMS 


T HIS is the “quiet time" as far as competitive sport is concerned, but it does not mean inactivity. 

All commands have been busy building up teams for their trials in the New Year, and between 
January and March inter-command badminton, hockey and netball will be played as well as inter-service 
squash, hockey, netball and rille shooting. With Easter so early, this is a very crowded programme and 
one cannot help feeling thankful that only hockey is played out of doors or the weather would no doubt 
cause considerable chaos. * 

Of the winter games, only the Opcr 
and Inter-Command Squash Cham 
pionships have been played so far 
Third Officer S. Hogg, a comparative 
newcomer to the Service, won the indi 


DUCHESS TO 
PAY OFF 


Ready buyers at the Christmas decorations stall 


WIFE OF DEPUTY LORD 
MAYOR OPENED FAIR 


FLYING HOME FOR 
WIFE’S 

CONFINEMENT 

B ECAUSE his wife lost her first 
bahy two years ago. and on her 
doctor’s advice, the Admiralty is let¬ 
ting (ieotTrey Green, a radar mechanic 
in II.M.S. Albion, fly home to London¬ 
derry. where Mrs. Green is expecting 
a baby. 

II.M.S. Albion is now in service in 
the Far East. 


a sweeper 


‘Sinbad the sailor 

T HE Dramatic Section of the 
Sports and Social Club of the 
Constructive Drawing Office. Ports¬ 
mouth Dockyard, is presenting 
**Sinbad the Sailor" this season. 

The pantomime is to he held at 
the Victory Theatre. R.N. Barracks, 
Portsmouth, from Januars 20 to 24 
at 7.15 p.m. with a matinee on 
Saturday. January 24. at 2.50 p.m. 

Tickets may be obtained from 
Mr. \V. Hunt. Construction Draw¬ 
ing Office (Phone 22351, ext. 2052) 
at 4s. 6d., 3s. 6d. and 3s. (Children 
under 14, half price). 


"A Night to Remember." maritime 
melodrama. Kenneth More. Michael 
GoodlifTe. Honor Blackman. ••Don't 
Go Near the Water" (colour. Cinema- 
Scope). Service comedy. Glenn Ford. 
Gia Sea la. Fred Clark. “Harry Black" 
(colour. CincmaScopc). adventure 
melodrama. Stewart Granger. Barbara 
Rush. Anthony Steel. “Gunman's 
Walk" (colour. CincmaScopc). western. 
Van Heflin. Tab Hunter. Kathryn 
Grant. “1 Was Monty's Double." war- 
ciim-cspionage melodrama. J o h n 
Mills. Cecil Parker. M. E. Clifton- 
Jamcs. “Next To No Time'* (colour), 
comedy. Kenneth More. Betsy Drake. 
Roland Culver. “The Cun Runners." 
adventure melodrama. Andie Murphy. 
Eddie Albert. Patricia Owens. “The 
Sheepman” (colour. CincmaScopc). 
western. Glenn Ford. Shirley Mao- 
Luine. Leslie Neilson, 


H .M.S. Eagle returned to Plymouth 
on December 3 to give leave to 
her 2 . 0 (H) officers and men who. during 
the past 16 months in commission, 
have been to the Arctic Circle, to the 
Eastern ‘Mediterranean (during the 
Lebanon and Jordan crises), and into 
the Black Sea for a visit to Istanbul. 

In her present commission she has 
co-operated with the French Navy in 
carrying out deck landing trials with 
their BrCguct and Fouga aircraft, and 
has also logged up the 10 . 000 th land 
ing by her own fixed-wing aircraft 
During the past 16 months, her hcli 
copters have made over 2.(HM) landings 
She has steamed over 65.000 miles 
and her aircraft have used sufficient 
high-octane fuel to take the average 
family saloon car nearly six and a 
half million miles. Her cooks have 
baked 2(H) tons of bread and enough 
sausages have been eaten to stretch 
22J miles. 


One of the ship's company of the coastal minesweeper II.M.S. Yarnton talking to Pcttv Officer Wren Joan Baniste 
(of Budlcigh Saltcrfon, Devon). Wren Yarian Beard (of Gloucester) and Wren Dcirdrc Robinson (of Hindlcbv 
_ Spilshy, Lines). I he three girls were in a party of Wrens based in Malta who spent a day at sea in the ship. 

Working in their own time, sailors 
from the Air Ordnance section of R.N. 

Air Station. Lee-on-Solent, collected a 
large number of discarded toys and 
turned them into welcome gifts. The 
toys included wheelbarrows, dolls* 
houses, etc., and more than 100 re¬ 
conditioned toys were taken to the 
National Children’s Home. Alverstoke. 


PROTECTOR’ IN 
HEAVY ICE 


H.M.S. Protector, which sailed from 
Portsmouth in October last, has re¬ 
ported that she has been navigating in 
very heavy pack-ice in the South 
Atlantic. The ship has also signalled 
that the Royal Research Ship Shaklc- 
lon. which damaged her rudder in the 
ice. is making for Deception Island, 
where jshe will probably be beached. 
(Commanding Officer! tl.Sd.S. Ver¬ 
non) and Mrs. Blundell, and Capt. 

G. D. Pound (Commanding Officer. 

H. M.S. Osprey) and Mrs. Pound. The 
Training StaU of H.M.S. Vernon were 
represented by C ommander and Mrs. 

i Sims, and Lieut.-Cdr. and Mrs. Bright. 
Other guests 


For your leave requirements 
m, “iMnJn Malta ... 

s and cx-Torpedo Gunners m\ . 

st the Fourth Sea Lord also soilGfll 10 S6TVIC6 (H^rSOlHIGl 

familiar faces. __ 

_ U.K. by B.E.A. : 

. ^ , ■ x , i t , i,, t t L . *32 RETURN 

MAKE YOUR SAVIN* - «i.u.o return 

DEPOSIT leduced Fares 

EriONS THROUGH 


is so much more 


were the representa¬ 
tives of the Royal .Naval Electricians J 
Association, the Royal Naval and 1 
Marine Gunnery Instructors Associa¬ 
tion. and five Canadian Torpedo and I 
Anti-Submarine Instructors front the 
Royal Canadian ships which were then 
in port. Capt. Pound had travelled 
from Portland to attend the function. 

Admiral; Willis, in an interesting 
speech, proposed the toast of the 
T.A.S.I. Association, referring to the 
beginning of the Torpedo and Anti- 
Submarine Branch which was devel¬ 
oped whilst he was at the Admiralty. 
Saying that he had been “pul out to 
grass." he felt extremely gratified to 


* f home §§ 

Bungalows near 
PORTSMOUTH 

AT H0RNDEAH AND KAVANT 

Write for details and illustrated brochure to 

JOHN C NICH01LS - COURT LANE - COSHAM - HANTS : Tel. Cosham 76429 ^ 


PRICES FROM £|845 

DEPOSIT 


DEPOSITS FROM M rfc Mill 

£20 * 

^^^ion with B.E.A 

Write: LINDEN EN\LLETTA 

(THE POR 

io. wayte « to us direct 

POF_ 


FROM L7^ 
EASY REPAYMENTS 


PHONE: 

COSHAM 

79083 
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PRINCESS 91 AIM A It ET NA 91 ES 

/4 W /fl MTWM &WMW MM aircraft » unncr y fic,d and in surfacc 

MlMuAL M^JnL MM 9 MM MM a ^ b o mb ardmcnt engagements. 

^ The frigates are 360 feet long, have 

a • /~-\ i«, • • t a. 11 1 a of feet and are propelled 

Air Conditioning Installed «**««■ 

H .M.N.Z.S. Otago, the first ship of a planned squadron for the STRENGTHENING THE NAVY 
Royal New Zealand Navy of Type 12 Whitby Class frigates. The Royal New Zealand Navy’s 


§ Have YOU a personal problem . , ?% 

| ASK JOHN ENGLISH I 

| John English will be pleased to answer your queries. A stamped addressed I 
= envelope will be appreciated. = 


STRENGTHENING THE NAVY = envelope will be appreciated. 

The Royal New Zealand Navy’s T/M a chief petty officer with a , the Greenwich Hosnimt 

i*'i nninn cfr.Mwi tw hnr rill'll• i• r 11 urthcr four nml n h-«If f a corses I f • #• ■ . 


was launched at noon on Thursday. December 11. by Her Royal seagoing strength has recently been f V;^ v h ^. f n 0 ^ n a " d . a , half > cars . 10 scrvc which is 5d. a dayU/isTa aZ^A 

Highness Princess Maroaret *it the Woolston varrk of Inhn' 1 cnhanccd b >* lhc addition of the lor my pension and it was my intention or pensioners over n ? , ) 

Mignncss i rmecss Margaret, at the woolston yards ot John I. modernised cruiser. H.M.N.Z.S. J? buy a house before leaving the and 9d a dnv (A *l 5 years 0 l a F' 

I hornycroft and Co. Ltd.. Southampton. Royalist, which is probably at this Service. I approached a building pensioners overM S’ qt } arter) f°r 

It is the first time in the history of form a comfortable settee giving a moment one of the most up to date society for a 60 per cent, mortgage but pension is awnr tr it ° , af:c A ' l!s 

British Naval construction that a ship lounge effect to the mess deck. Each cruisers afloat. w as told that I must produce a letter wich Hospital irt "t tax s'* Gre f n ~ 

has been built entirely for service in mess deck will as far as possible be Tht . «hin« ih,. ri .ee rrom somconc saying that they would to certain m n j;,:l.° /d6,5 ' occortiin V 

the Royal New Zealand Navy. Those designed so that the bunks form a of H M N Z S Otaeo the S^i^ employ me on leaving the Service. How 

attending the ceremony thus witnessed corner eflfect when used as settees. New Zealand Naval* Liaison Officer can a Service man look so far ahead, to the Grcenwfrhn-?" 0 e , ntltle L ment 

for the first time the launching of a with the bunks facing each other, and £ CV \ Can, 7 Ross and arc 3,1 members handi- “ma /ncrl- V 77/ b - ut shmy 0 

ship-of-war wearing the New Zealand small tables and easy chairs will im- ff N Z°N ° will nrove in even more ca P^* d in Hiis way? award " " /r bastc pcnsion 

!he S Newsphere ^ rCCrCati ° nal alm °- valuable addition to the Royal New / have looked into your case with the If you are in receipt of the old rate 

wasg! wjg s£ 3,* iH „ aaa jzssx, xs izttx-iz ss sarifras 

A 1 n ir makin B unc m-nt con Na^and will enhanL^hTa^tyof Produce ^guZ'LTof^m^oymen, Jay^agf^ S5 ‘ increasin K 10 9t >- “ 


the New Zealand Naval Board at the sphere 
masthead in place of the normal Union All 
Jack and flag of the Lord High will b< 
Admiral. preher 

In making an announcement con- of air 
cerning the launching of H.M.N.Z.S. stalled 


Otago some months ago. the New the ability to reheat the air. to provide , Comn on wealth wher ever ihcv mav 
Zealand Minister of Defence. Mr. warmth in cold weather as well as i^. rcau ; rct i . Q honour the ohlioations 
■>. <i. Connolly, said: "Wc arc ^ratified temperate air in the tropics. I % SSST* 


produce a guarantee of employment day at ape 65. K ’ “ 

( r!rZr“, ! cave - T, r S r Ciety IT n ° Application for. the Greenwich ace 
record of your application and I sup- pension should be made to the Secre- 
pest, therefore, that you approach them tary of the Admiralty White!,nit 

no/lin I r...,1c. «• If/ f rillWIHII, 


apam 


and honoured that Princess Margaret 

was able to accept our invitation. Our MODERN CAFETERIA A White Paper on Defence tabled ROYAL NAVY y-i . . 

pride will be increased by the fact that Complementary to the newly dc- hy the New Zealand Government in | am considering making an applica- LglmtOn NAS 
the ship has been launched by a mem- signed mess decks with bunks js the J '" C °J- ,°!h *2 r a,cd ,l In‘he event tion for re-entry into the Royal Navy 

lK % r of the Royal family. most modern cafeteria system of pro- «f ua r>n the I acitic. submarines could ( A j r ,\rm). I was discharged in fOT Armv9 

iwwrrv p\i Tii l'dl' viding meals for the ship’s company. January. 1955. after completing a ^FHiy • 

DEPUTY P.M. THERE Separate cafeterias for the sailors and s I l !) cr ^ 11 > co “ ,d ^ a seven-year engagement, with the rate THE possibility of the Royal Nival 

At the launching ceremony on for the chief and petty officers will ° f of Lading Airman (Pilot’s Mate). * Air Station at Eglinton Co l on- 

IX-cember II. the Admiralty was rep- provide hot. fresh meals, giving a n^{| a ‘ Tn^ rlfrrf What would be my rate and trade on donderry. being taken over by the 

resented by the First Sea Lord, the choice of menu, from modern serverics. " .' n * , ™’ re-entry? Assuming 1 would have to Army as a temporary camp is now 

Right Hon. The Earl of Selkirk; the The adjacent dining rooms have been . ^ rn ^ ,hr rc ’ cn!cr as a Nava! Airman, roughly hang discussed. The Navy is to vacate 

Third Sea Lord. Admiral Sir Peter designed with small Formica-topped al ’ ’ c #i S' Z how ,on »? wou,d 1 have to wait to be the air station some time this year 

Reid, and the Secretary of the tables and padded chairs to give a ^.^^d^.th the plans for modern- ralcd Lcadjng Airman? The Under-Secretary for War’ (Mr 

Admiralty. Sir John Lang, together bright and modern atmosphere. The * nc ,,ccl * if you re-enter the Navy you Hugh Fra ^cr) stated that the Army 

with other senior officers. space can also be used for functions HFlNr dl 4 . icl a Mould'have to start as Naval Airman ™« hl ta kc over the station temporarily 

New Zealand was represented by such as cinema shows. REALISED (A) m (E) Thf w/f/ . fof Lca(iinf , during the rebuilding of Lisanclly 

Mr. C. F. Skinner, the Deputy Prime Another feature will be a modern With the launch of H.M.N.Z.S. Rate is now about six years. Next Cam P. in Co. Tyrone. 

Minister of New Zealand, who is pay- laundry service capable of dealing Otago on December II. material evi- sprinp the (A) and (E) branches arc _ _ 

ing a visit to the United Kingdom; with all the requirements of frequent dence of the New Zealand Govern- amalpamatinp. and the advancement 

Mr. G. R. I.aking the Acting High laundering experienced by men who ments plans will begin to be realised." position is therefore likely to de- SIXTY PFR mVT 1 

Commissioner for New Zealand and consistently serve in tropical waters, said ( apt. Ross. "That this step in the teriorate. 1 Ur 

Capt. J. O'C. Ross. R.N.Z.N.. Royal ; Type 12 Whitby Class first-rate development of the Royal New Zea- I suppest you apply to your nearest I HE SERVICE IS 


of mutual Commonwealth defence. 

A White Paper on Defence tabled 


London. S.W.l. 


RE-ENTRY INTO THE 
ROYAL NAVY 


DEPUTY P.M. THERE 
At the launching ceremony on 


Eglinton N.A.S. 
for Army? 


Now Zealand Naval l iaison Officer in frizes have K-en developed by The ! Iand honoured by .he rccruiiing officer for any' further in- 

London. Roval Navy for anti-submarine duties, ykndancc and the sponsorship of Her formation. Perhaps the Royal Air 

_ • . 7 . . 1 Vi\unl Ilinhnnf# )r..m .. . % I..r• t c . /v • . • 


THE SERVICE IS 
AFLOAT 


development ol me Royal New me Vice Chiet ot Naval Mall ’ . . . . . J ^ U,U,, . K l,,t M.P. for Merton and 

Zealand Navy, also attended. recently stated: "This class of frigate Capt. Ross said he would like to Navv I often heard chaps who were that by the time -i »,n, r i \u , rcvcalcd 

H.M.N.Z.S. Otago will fit out in ■* considered to be the most useful pay a tribute to the Admiralty for their due for pension talk ofamnoxasc they specialist reaches thcrlifff 

1959 and should undergo trials and class of small ship yet put into service particularly for wouWjgKMthcmandcr he will have^nt 60 ncr«nt‘ 

join the New Zealand licet in 1960 with the fleet. I he ships are remark- l 'iur co-opcration, together with that il a Greenwich pension, and I am told of his service iflotf P percent. 

She takes ha ^me from ffic able in rough weather. With their high of the contractors (John I. Thornycroft that it still exists. Could you tell me M r. AtkiM ^wafalso inform^ , 

Province of Otago in the south of forecastle and clean lines they ride JJJJjJCa the reqmrc- what it is and whether I would be cn- seamen ratings couldexi^ct tolpend 

New Zealand (other ships of the class well m ascaway and are exceptionally of the New Zea and Naval tilkd to it. 60 per cent of their timcatsoi dufine 

to he launched will be similarly dry. I heir enclosed bridge is excellent. “® a [d [or the modern standards of A new ratings Pension Code was their first engagement and those“who 

named af.cr New Zealand provinces). It is spacious, with splendid vision ^ a introduced on December 19. MS. stayed on in .ficTrvicc.oeompTc.c 

Otago was settled by Scottish settlers "arm and comfortable in cold ( P^ N « nto H.M.N.Z.S. Otago when men who had rc-enpagcd were time for pension (22 years) couldcx- 

in 1848 and named after the Maori weather. The heated windows in the a "djhc New Zealand ships that will allowed to opt for the new or old rates, pc ct to spend 50 per cent of their 

place name Otakou. meaning "the I fore part of the bridge will be an asset j muow. The old rates carry entitlement to time at sea. 

place of the red ochre." Red ochre was ; «" Arctic water*. Internal communica- --------- 


The old rates carry entitlement to I time at sea. 


much prized by the Maoris as a tions within the ship have satisfied 
colouring pigment for the dyes used every demand placed upon them and 
bv them for personal adornment and the siting of intercoms., etc., has 
oh their canoes. proved most convenient. Without any 

question, the Operations Room is the 
MODERN CONDITIONS finest ever put into a small ship.” 

The new frigate is not only a highly The experience of the commanding 
efficient fighting ship; she has also officers of Royal Navy ships of the 
some marked changes in habitability class already in service has more than 
for the ship's company, made at the borne out these words. The frigates arc 
request of the New Zealand Naval extremely lethal in their anti-sub¬ 
authorities. For the first time in ships marine role, the armament including 
of this size, the hammock will dis- the latest asdic device accompanied by 
appear. The mess will be used ex- an advanced design of three-barrelled 
clusivcly for living and sleeping and mortars and torpedo tubes, while their 
will contain bunks for every man. in twin radar-directed 4.5 inch guns and 
triple tiers, each with its own bedding twin 40 mm. Bofors guns, controlled 
contained in attractive plastic con- by two gunnery directors, and the 
tamers, beside light, etc., while by fire-control system enable them to 
day the bunl^ can be struck down to play a most effective role in the anti- 



How can I save! 


FROM SEA CADET TO COMMAND , ».-«*. *™i» 

, . ...... . , , . wife would have received the whole 

O N November 23. command of the | of the unit football team, he led them Ynn 

Harrow Sea Cadet Corps was to victory in the Zone Cup in the ““mediately. You see, it s a Savings 
assumed by Lieut. G. I^ncashirc. 1957-8 season. He will be greatly Scheme and Lite Insurance rolled into one. 
R.N.V.R. (Sp.). who joined that unit missed at the unit musters, but wc Supposing you hadn’t signed on for 22 years’ 
as a cadet on its formation at St. know he will continue to support our 7 

Peter’s Church Hall in I 94 l» Though activities, particularly those in the ‘ * 

he joined the Royal Navy in 1942. he sporting line. When I had done my 9 years, as I had 

was frequently to he seen at the unit Visitors paid premiums for 7 years, I could have 

j<»*i nc tl* its"ins tni*c tos'trength°du^ing *11 K Last Sunday morning the unit was drawn £234 to help set me up in Civvy 
service at the Admiralty in 1946 and pleased to welcome two cx-cadcts Street. Now, after 22 years’ service, I shall 
1955. home on leave. They were C. J. have the option of taking the 

On leaving the navy in 1956 as a Dawson, now serving as an ordinary £Qcc or if | don’t need the 
Lieutenant Commander. Royal Navy, seaman in H.M.S. Centaur, and Victor immediate! v a n^ncinn 

he rejoined the Harrow unit as a Sea I Perry, recently returned from the West c * s “ immediately, a pension 
Cadet officer and has served as First ' Indies in the Merchant Navy. News of £172 a year when I retire /- 


Of course I try to. But my pay’s not enough to 
save anything. 

That’s what I thought when I was your age 
until someone showed me the Progressive 
Savings Scheme. I only had to put aside £3 
a month by Naval allotment but when I leave 
the Service next year I can collect £855. 

Sounds too good to be true. Where’s the catch? 

No catch. And if I had died at any time my 



Lieutenant until his recent appoint- has reached us that the units latest from civilian work at 6*;. 



ment in command 


Leaving the Unit 


A recent loss to the unit strength was H.M.S. St. Vincent, and will be visiting 
felt when Petty Officer Christopher ; lhc unit during their Christmas leave. 


two entries into the Royal Navy. E. # . r . ... 0 n . 

Dcclcy anil D. Scowcn. arc both Lor members of the II the 

settled in at the training establishment. Pension is £149 a year. 


PROVIDENT 

LIFE 

% ASSOCIATION OS LONDON 


Which will you takc? 

I’m going for the pension because there’s 
another valuable right with it—I can get a 
cash advance for the full price of a new 
house. I’m all lined up for a job already, 
and with an extra pension to look forward 
to and the wife and family safe in our own 
home—well, it’s the kind of security we all 
want. 

1 low do you set about all this? 

That’s easy. Ask the Provi- 

- dent Life for details of the 

I Progressive Savings Scheme. 


UMITID 




Summers reluctantly had to resign _ _ t 

after six years very good service. He \ 

joined the unit at the minimum per- Chief Petty Officer E. R. Lewis has i 

■ rt <1 nttfl Minultil I tL.% ..... .. I _ ... J I I\ . VI ' 


r — Send this coupon to 246 Bishopsgate, London, t .2- 
I Please send full details of the Progressive Savings Scheme 


missiblc age and rapidly rose to the been elected Lower Deck Rcprescnta- j 
rank of Petty Officer, qualifying in live for Plymouth Command at the - 
H.M.S. Cleopatra at Portsmouth. A London Headquarters of N.A.A.F.L, ! 
popular figure with both instructors with effect from December I, in sue- | 


Name... 

Address 


and cadets. Summers proved a very | cession to Chief Petty Officer W. E. j Ratin? or Rank. n#*** hirthHny w* I 

efficient and capable cadet. As captain . Sketch ell. B.E.M. ‘ — a ^ 5 _^^ 









DIVING BELL 
POWERED SI 

How underwater c 


ATOMIC 


Forty-three 
years in the 
submarine 


W ITH the improvement in the poli¬ 
tical situation in the Middle Hast, 
life returned to "normal*’ during Nov¬ 
ember and December. 

Hollowing a successful visit to Istan¬ 
bul at the end of October, H.M.S. 
Sheffield took part in two NATO 
exercises. Ships from four countries. 
Britain. Canada. France and Italy took 
part, and a high degree of teamwork 


service 


O VER 1(H) Submarine Commanding 
Officers and many NATO officers 
will be interested to know that Mr. 
Meyers, who is in charge of the Dol¬ 
phin Attack Teacher, is to retire at 
the end of January. Mr. Meyers vol¬ 
unteered for service in submarines in 
1912 and first went to Rosario for 
training. He was one of the crew of the 
"B4" and also served in the old "C" 
boats. He has been attached to sub¬ 
marines for over 43 years, and first 
joined the Attack Teacher in 1946. 


Plenty of 
rumours in 


both our own and enemy. Twice the HTHF Navy is still the focal point of 
Germans almost turned the tide of 1 a great deal of argument, sugges- 
war with their U-Boats: in World War tion and counter-suggestion within the 
II American submarines broke the back Medway Towns. 

of Japan's Navy and Merchant Fleet. A vast area of Chatham and Gilling- 
and our own submarines operated in ham has to be disposed of when the 
both wars on a world-wide basis with Norc Command closes down in 1961 
outstanding success. Our submarines in and its disposal is the subject of argu- 
the Mediterranean made an immense I ments. both friendly and fierce, in 
contribution to the turning point of the places as far apart as the House of 
war in North Africa by cutting off Commons and the local pubs. 
Rommel's supply lines. Rumours ffy thick and fast, but all that 

NX’CI FAR POWFRF1) can be reasonably quoted at present 

, ?Js a ffwsar jsk r? 

aur&s? & ’sjs s' 

Eisenhower, and on January 17. 1955. , A.,i ,r i. 

,l. v».......... ,. ...... .u- Inc First Lord or the Admiralty has 

timc N 'na-Lp from her hridj-e H,c . mccl a dcp \‘ ,a,ion fr0 ™. ,h,: 

nlnt " Undcr w:,y on 

ni n.irfonh .r r.rc» vmr ft. - Marine Barracks and the Gun Wharf. 

Nautilus*" was subjected toV battery Somc of ,hcsc P r «hlems are obviously 

of p,Jelling tests and passed'.hem all. ^J""! “* ‘‘^^TeU rea imo 

and in the proeess established several ' CI1 lhl whole K.M Barracks arc. into 

records for submarine operations. D«.r- ; ’ cv , 1 ’ to o,¥ . , C V 

inga run from New London. Connceti- 1 . nl i. r,l,‘ lnd,,M " al 

cut to San Juan Puerto Rico in the Ocve'opmcn C omm.t.ee 

An the coit!rary. 'i i has no! 

^' i J | ^C ! haVhim , |wc*'to n th l c r Am?v! a A 

1... 1 ........ .1. Naval spokesman in Chatham has 

submarine had ever gone completely .............. .<■ * 1 ...:. 

aae r tsrxss 

Hour-°it w- ."the Im >d -ns- I ,ll,lv allowcS for in any decision made 

?,° 2 r - L about the future use of the quarters." 


wooden bottom of an Hnglish ship and 
set a mechanical fuse to explode after 
a short period of time. 

Unknown to the Americans, the 
hulls of the British ships had been 
sheathed in copper to reduce damage 
from such marine pests as barnacles. 
Therefore. Set. Lee was unable to 
attach his primitive torpedo and the 
plan failed. 

BARBARIC WARFARE 

Robert Fulton, an American who 
eventually became famous as the in¬ 
ventor of the steamboat built at least 
one submarine in Europe. At the lime. 
France and England were at war, and 
he interested Napoleon in the sub¬ 
marine. He launched one in 1800 hut 
the French regarded undersea warfare 


FRIGATES TO BE 
STRENGTHENED 

T HE heavy seas and weather condi¬ 
tions oil Iceland showed the need 
for the Blackwood class anti-submarine 
frigates to be strengthened. The hulls 
of six of the vessels have already been 
strengthened and the other vessels of 
the class will also he dealt with. The 
seas oil the Icelandic coasts arc somc 
of the worst in the world, and naval 
men on patrol in that area arc full of 
admiration for the fishermen who regu¬ 
lar J\ brave these waters. 


A simple way to raise the initial deposit money 
required for buying- your own house. Make out a 
monthly allotment for the’purchase of tenth issue 
national SAVINGS certificates. Here are some exam¬ 
ples of how your money grows by the purchase (by 
allotment) of 


U.S. SECRET 
RESEARCH CENTRE 


PURCHASE PRICE 
»5/- 


as impiactical and barbaric so Fulton 
destroyed his own craft. 

He then took his plans to the British, 
but we were not ready or willing to 
accept submarine warfare cither. Ful¬ 
ton then quit in disgust and returned 
to the United States. 

A boat similar to Fulton’s was built 
for the Confederate forces during the 
American Civil War. and it became 
the first undersea vessel to sink an 
enemy ship of war under combat con- 


If you allot per month 


The submarine Volatile, which has 
been sold for breaking up and which 
ran aground near Whitby on Decem¬ 
ber 17 after breaking adrift from her 
tow whilst being taken from Malta to 
the Tyne, was refloated on Decem¬ 
ber 23. 


You will have bought 
ceritticates which 
cost. 


and will nowbeworth 
about . 


WHOT) BE A SUBMARINER ? 


£82 16s £1108$ £138 £16512s £1934s 


You will have bought 
certificates which 
cost... ... ... 


and will nowbeworth 
about . 


£237 £284 8s £33116s 


The interest earned on your Savings Certificates is free of Income 
Tax and does not have to be declared for Income Tax purposes. 

Savings Certificates are State guaranteed._ 

Issued by H.M. Forces Savings Committee London. S. W.t 


H.M.S. Alderney whilst on passage in the Atlanifc, in really rough weather 


R1 

You will have bought 
certificates which 






7 
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cost. 

£189 

£252 

£315 

£378 

£441 

YEARS 

and will nowbeworth 
about . 

£207 

£276 

£345 

£414 

£483 
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SCRAPBOOK m 


The Reverend C. Davies, O.B.E., 

A. K.C., R.N., has been appointed an 
Honorary Chaplain to the Queen from 
December 5. 1958. in succession to the 
Reverend A. W. M. Watson, O.B.E., 

B. A., R.N. 


Two officers—well known in the 
Portsmouth area—died recently. Both 
were retired after many years as ratings 
and officers. They were Cdr. (S) 
Francis H. Stevens. M.B.E., 
who died December 14. and Lieut.-Cdr. 
F. M. Brown, M.B.E., who died on 


The Icelandic gunboat Aecir recently 
reported to the Commodore of the 
Fishery Protection Squadron that she 
had been bombarded with dirt and- 
scraps by the crew of the British trawler 
Northern Pride. The Acgir’s captain 
asked Commodore Anderson to tell the 
skipper of Northern Pride to read para¬ 
graph I on page 412 of Olsen’s Fisher¬ 
men’s Almanac. This paragraph states 
that the throwing of stones, ballast, etc., 
at any other sea-fishing boat is illegal. 

Commodore Anderson sent a signal 
to the Acgir asking the captain to read 
Olsen’s Almanac, page 369. rule 26. 
This states that vessels not engaged in 
fishing should keep out of the way of 
any fishing vessel with nets or lines or 
trawls. 

As the Acgir had passed very close 
to Northern Pride the skipper of that 
vessel might have thought she was 
about to be attacked. 


Highly successful 
Children’s Party 

T HE H.M.S. Vernon branch of the 
Royal Naval Friendly Union of 
Sailors’ Wives held its annual Child¬ 
ren’s Christmas Party on December 3 
and. with swings, sec-saws, games, 
paper-hats, a wonderful tea, films, 
everyone enjoyed him- or her-self to 
the full. The highlight, of course, was 
the arrival of Father Christmas with 
present and balloons for all. Twelve 
guests from the Services House 
attended the party. 

The organisers are to be congratu¬ 
lated on their efforts—they worked so 
hard and willingly to make the party 
so very successful. 

The Vernon branch has many inter¬ 
esting items for 1959. On January 14 
there will be a beetle drive, and on 
February' 4 there is to be a social after¬ 
noon. during which a most entertain¬ 
ing travel film will be shown. 

Mrs. Walmslcy hopes that there will 
be many new members at the sewing 
meeting on January 28 in the Petty 
Officers’ Mess at 2.15. 

Mrs. Hunt, the Hon. Secretary of 
the branch, asks members who have- 
not received their programme cards to 


George Alfred Lobb, Chief 
Petty Officer. D/JX135296. HA1A. 
Mounts Bay. Died November 19, 
1958. 

Ping Sun Kwok, E.R.A. 1st Class. 
Tamar 0-2377.HALS. Tamar. Died 
November 24. 1958. 

Terence Joseph Reid. Engineer¬ 
ing Mechanic 1st class. C/KX 
872702. H.M-S. Broadsword. Dic'd 
November 24, 1958. 

George John Husbands. Tending 
Engineering Mechanic. P/MX 
915995. II.M.S. Rorqual. Died Nov¬ 
ember 27. 1958. 

John Jeremiah Geany. C.P.O. 
Writer. D/MX55445. H.M.S. Pem¬ 
broke. Died November 27. 1958. 

Ernest Edward Ilowe. Petty Offi¬ 
cer. C/JXI55117. H.M.S. Pem¬ 
broke. Died November 28. 1958. 

Ronald Frederick Ramsey Reb- 
beck. Chief E.R.A. P/MX5907I. 
II.M.S. Thermopylae. Died Nov¬ 
ember 30. 1958. 

I.ieut. (P) James Verncy Bernard. 
Royal Navy. R.N.A.S. Halfar. Died 
December 5. 1958. 

Elec. Sub Lieut. (A.R.) Peter 
Dennis Otter, Royal Navy. 
R.N.A.S, Ycovilton. Died Decem¬ 
ber 6. 1958. 

Surgeon Cap!. GeofTcry George 
Southwell-Sander, Royal Navy. 
H.M.S. President. Died December 
6. 1958. 

♦ David Charles Eden. Ordinary 
Seaman. C/J944359. H.M.S. Catn- 
berford. Died December 10, 1958. 


Another chance 


A NUMBER of articles previously accounted for as trophies have 
recently been removed from official charge being of no intrinsic 
value or having no historical association. It is thought that some of 
these articles might be valued as souvenirs by former members of 
ships* companies who were serving in the ships conc erned. _ 

A list of the items for disposal fol- P.29. Metal pot with lid and Swedish 
lows. Applications should be made in inscripton. P.103. Pewter tankard, 
writing addressed to ’’Trophies." c/o P.5293. H.M.S THESEUS: Wooden 
Navy News. R.N. Barracks. Ports- Squadron Crests of Squadrons which 
mouth. Hants. The items will be sent have served on board (10 in number, 
to the writer of the first application size JO in. x 61 in.). Squadron Nos., 
received for each. A nominal price will 802. 804. 807. 810. 812. 814. 820. 898. 
be asked and a charge made to cover 1.832. No. 4 Rova! Netherlands Navy, 
the cost of postage. The condition of and one (size 15 in. X 12 in.) Squadron 

the items varies, but is generally fair. 816. _ 

Any articles not applied for by Feb- P.7170. I1A1.S. CHARI IN: Wood 
ruarv I. will be disposed of as scrap, shield (12 in. x 9 in.), surmounted by 
P.5163. HALS. ACTAEON: Pewter plated shield, inscribed ’ Inter-Part 
tankard. Shield Outdoor sports.’’ 

P.3I51.11.M.S. ANTHONY: Pewter P.5869. HALS. NEWCASTLE 
tankards (3). Wood shield (9 in. x 8 in.) "Inter-Part— 

' P.4953. HALS. DIADEM: E.P.N.S. Tug-of-War." P.587I. Wood shield (5 
tankard, inscribed "The Victors—Trin- in. x 8 in.) "Inter-Part hockey. P.5872 
idad Country Club versus H.M.S. Mother-of-pearl shield (14 in. x II 
Diadem. Water Polo. 1948." in.) — "Football." 

P.7020. HALS. HORNET: Pewter P.7162. HALS. OPOSSUM: Woo* 
tankard. shield (8 in. x 7 in.) with a pair ol 

P.3964. HAUL KING GEORGE V: plated crossed khurkris in centre 
Pewter tankard; P.3966. Pew ter tankard P.7160. Wood shield (8 in. x 7 in. 
with glass bottom. with plated shield in centre inscribe* 

P.5357. HALS. LOCH QUOICH: "Opossum Shield." headed with plat* 
Pewter tankard. inscribed "3rd Frigate Squadron Socce 

P.5597. H.M5. MAGPIE: Pewter Shield" and surmounted by sever 

tankard with glass bottom. smaller E.P.N.S. shields. P.7161. Woo* 

P.3099. HALS. OAKLEY: Pewter shield (7 in. x 7 in.), with plated shich 
tankards (4). inscribed "H.M.S. in centre inscribed "Sattahib Nava 
Oakley." Station. Royal Thai Navy. 7th Octo 

P.3867. HALS. SUSSEX: E.P.N.S. her. 1956." surmounted by four smalle 
tankard. shields. 

P.5105. H.M.S. WAVE: Pewter P.5590. HALS. MAGPIE: Woo; 
tankard, inscribed "H.M.S. Wave." Shield (9 in. x 9 in.>—Junior Football 
P.43. HALS. NELSON: Pewter P.2408. H.M5. DANAE: Anniver 
tankard surmounted with British sary medal (2$ in. diameter) inscribe* 
Legion crest. P.209. Pewter tankard. I "U.S. Lawn Tennis" in wood frame 


MISS CENTAUR’ AT SHIP’S DANCE 


Admiral Sir Ralph Ed wards, who 
retired from the Navy on health 
grounds after having been Com- 
mandcr-in-Chicf, Mediterranean, has 
become Chairman of the Navy 
League. 

Rear-Admiral V. C. Bcgg. the new 
Flag Olficcr. Far East Station, has 
hoisted his flag in the Aircraft-carrier 
H.M.S. Albion at Singapore. 

Captain John Danvers Crossman, 
R.N. (ret.), who was Commanding 
Officer of H.M.S. Collingwood in 
1952-53. has died at Oxford. Captain 
Crossman. who was Command Electri¬ 
cal Officer on the staff of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief Portsmouth in 1953-4, 
was only 56. He was a Naval A.D.C. 
to the Queen 1955-6. 

Rafts containing Christmas com¬ 
forts will be floated from trawlers to 
.11.M. ships off Iceland if (he weather 
it too bad to launch boats. 


All three l>pcs of aircraft which 
were grounded following the death of 
a pilot who baled out from a Scimitar 
and was killed have now bad the ban 
lifted. 


The Hampshire Team Sabre Cham¬ 
pionship was won at Winchester by 
the Portsmouth Command, which beat 
the city team. The team in the Sabre 
Championship was Lieut. J. Horne 
(Collingwood). P.O. Saunders (Colling¬ 
wood) and P.O. R. Yates (Vanguard). 

Colonel M. Price, D.S.O., O.B.E., 
R.M., has been appointed a Royal 
Marine Aide-de-Camp to the Queen in 
succession to Colonel B. W. de 
Courcy-lrcland. R.M., with effect from 
January 2. 1959. 

Surg- (’apt. J. G. Gent, M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P., R.N., has been appointed an 
Honorary Physician to the Queen with 
effect from November 30. 1958, in 
succession to Surg. Rear-Admiral 
R. L. Ci. Proctor. C.B., M.D., Ch.B 
F.R.C.P.L, D.P.H. 


ML« Marylin Davies, who plays the part of Miss Centaur in her show on 
LT.V- accompanied by Mbs Ann Dilley, attended HAfA. Centaur’s 
Christmas Dance on December 2. Lieut. Sturgeon (Bromley), Mbs Dilley, 
Ordinary Seaman Whitney (Croydon), Mbs Davies and Engine Room 

Artificer Armstrong (Ealing) 


Russian icebreaker ready for trials 


A recent report from the United 
States says that Russia’s new ice¬ 
breaker. the 16.000-ton Lenin, will be 
powered by three nuclear reactors. The 
report went on to say that she might 
be ready for sea trials early this year. 
In honour of the 21st Soviet Party 
conference the builders have under¬ 
taken to complete dockside trials by 


April. The I.cnin was launched at 
Leningrad in December. 1957. 

While no official statement is forth¬ 
coming, it is said that there arc indica¬ 
tions that the ship will have the water- 
cooled type reactors. The ship’s shaft 
horse-power will be 44.000. She is de¬ 
signed for an open water speed of 18 
knots and will have a range of 70.000 
nautical miles without refuelling. 


ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 
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BROS. (DEWY) LTD. 
ALFRET0N R0A0 - DERRY 
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dressed overall 


For a complete, high quality tailoring service—uniforms 
•with that extra touch of smartness, and shore-going rig 
made to measure or ready-to-wear—you can’t do better 
than visit Willcrbys. You’ll find a splendid variety of cloths 
to choose from . . . helpful service . . . such reasonable 
prices, and an allotment scheme to enable you to wear 
while you pay. 

Write, or call in token you're next on shore , for the leaflet 
describing Willcrbys special service for men in the Navy . 

BETTER TAILORING 

at WILLERBYS 

{By allotment if you wish) 

OXTOUD STIUiST, LONDON. W.l. AND AT 
U ROYAL TXRXDK. PLYMOUTH. Ill COMMERCIAL ROAD. PORTSMOUTH, 
ft LONDON ROAD. NORTH END. PORTSMOUTH. 

K» inoa STREET. CHATHAM. » ABOVE BAR. SOUTHAMPTON. 

__ And branches throughout Britain. - 
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THE SUBMARINE IS TO BE THE CAPITAL SHIP 



TAVERN 

ALE 


BERRY 
BROWN ALE 


EXPORT 
MILK STOUT 


OF THE FUTURE 

Years before the new guided 
missile destroyers join Royal 

Navy 


County Class: An Artist’s Impression 


T HERE is no doubt, according to the 1958-59 edition of “Jane's Fighting 
Ships’," that Great Britain Is very much behind the United States and 
Russia in its present Navy and, regarding the future, it appears that it will 
lag even further behind. 

The battleship is now regarded to three fast minelayers, two net-layers, 
all intents and purposes as an extinct 52 destroyers. 107 frigates. 48 sub- 
ship. Although the United States is at marines. 2(H) minesweepers, etc.. 
present retaining 15 battleships, they appears to be a very formidable force, 
are withdrawn from active service, it is insignificant when compared with 
C onventional cruisers appear to be the United States Navy and the 
following the battleships into obsoles- Russian Navy. The number of vessels 
ccncc. and only Russia has built a down to and including minesweepers 
large number since ’the end of the in the United States is 1.521, and the 
Second World War. Russian Navy is 2.012. 

Emphasis on the submarine as an Regarding’the Russian effort the 
attack weapon, as a defensive weapon publishers of ’•Jane's" state "there is 
and as an anti-submarine weapon, is an evidence that Russian marine engineer- 
indispensable feature of the engineers, ing and shipbuilding resources are 
scientists and technologists. In this field being concentrated on nuclear ships. 
Great Britain is very much "behind | In recent months it has been clear 
the times." "Jane's" reports the that the overall technological lead that 
completion of two fast Porpoise class the United States has over Russia is 
submarines and six more of this class diminishing. Russia is now a first- 
are expected to join the Fleet shortly, class Naval power, second only to the 
but the progress on Britain's nuclear- United States." 
powered submarine, the Dreadnought, In sharp contrast to the financial 
seems to be painfully slow. Six sub- stringency obtaining in some countries, 
marines of the Repeat class, which are the United States Treasury is fully 
virtually repeat editions of the alive to the needs of the Navy Depart- 
Porpoise. are to be built. A prototype ment. and the future Naval pro¬ 
of this class is being built in Chatham grammes of the United States Navy 
Dockyard. show that it is intended that in I960 

Regarding cruisers the first of the to 1970 there will be 150 ships with 
Tiger class is to be commissioned early nuclear-powered machinery plants, 
in 1959, but the other two. the Blake and 200 ships armed with surfacc-to- 
and the Lion, arc not expected to be air guided missiles. By 1967 it is 
completed before 1960. planned that there will be a fleet of 75 

The publishers state that the nuclear-powered submarines. "Jane's" 
construction of the four guided- points out that "with their increase in 
missile destroyers—London. Hamp- size, propulsive power and destructive 
shire. Devonshire and Kent—arc not power, submarines arc going to be rc- 
very advanced and it will evidently be garded by the principal Naval powers 
some years before they join the Elect, as the capital ships of the future." 

RUSSIA NOW FIRST-CLASS “June's Fighlfng Ships*"«nd the claim 
NAVAL POWER that the volume of new material is 

Although the British Fleet of seven well above the average is a modest 
aircraft carriers, one battleship. 12 claim indeed. It.is indeed an outstand- 
cruiscrs, one guidcd-wcapon ship. Continued in column 3 


An Admiralty artist's impression of one of the four guidcdniissilc destroyers. first ships to lie titled for tiring the 
Sensing ship-to-air weapon, ordered for the Royal Navy. They will also have powerful conventional armament 
and long endurance and are designed to be able lo operate in "fall out" areas after an atomic attack. These four 
super destroyers, to be known as the County Class, will have the famous ship names Kcnl, Hampshire, Devonshire 
and London. I hey are to have the latest accommodation standards and will he fullv air-conditioned 


Remember 
to order 
these SIM0NDS 
beers! 


There’s a flavour to suit 
everyone’s taste, in this splen¬ 
did selection of SIMONDS 
beers—ranging from smooth 
sweet stout to strong 
Export ale. 

Reasonably priced, expertly 
canned to stay fresh for 
months, easy to store, these 
fine SIMONDS beers always 
go down well aboard. When 
you order SIMONDS beers, 
you order quality—every time. 

Supplies of SIMONDS 
beers can be arranged at 
any port of call. 


8 rf\n TC'O'TC ' Whcn hc arrivcd in lhc Far East for 

II V V ¥ 1 r i i I i l his present lour of dutv hc never knew. 

VJ KJ LaJ X LX hc say*, that "general duties" in the 

E IGHT thousand five hundred I R A.F. could mean such a pleasant 
guests in 10 years, and no com- i°|\ as *h' s - 
plaints, is the proud record of the*. The hostel accommodates 80 guests 

popular R.A.F. leave hostel for Far i|? bungalows beside the main 

East Air Force airmen and airwomen, building. Members of the Women's 
and their opposite numbers in the Royal Air Force, from Changi and 
other Services stationed in the Far Seletar. Singapore, live in an eight-bed 
East, at Penang, a tropical island resort dormitory in the main building, 
on Malaya's north-west coast. Officers stay at the near-by "Runny- 

"Maitrc d'hotcl" since 1956 has been ™cdc Hotel lhc hostel welcomes 


Continued from column 2 
ing effort, with its 2,500 photographs 
and scale drawings, and details of 
over 10.500 ships of the navies of 66 
countries. "Jane's Fighting Ships" is 
published by Sampson Low. Marston 
Si Co. Ltd., 105s.. and no mess, library, 
club or association where the navies 
of the world are discussed should be 
without it. 


THE BEST BEERS ASHORE OR AFLOAT 
BREWED BY SIMONDS 


HAG. SIMONDS LTD., READING. PORTSMOUTH AND PLYMOUTH, ETC 


January. 1959 
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HARBOUR FOR LAST 


What’s wrong with! XJ l\/f C A 
U.S. (Portsmouth)? r 

U NITED Services. Portsmouth, are r> I 1 ’ i 

not having a very good season oUIVV3rk S ScMVclgC SCtS 

this year. Although at home on w onpccino 

December 13. thev lost to Rosslvn gUCbbing 


U NITED Services, Portsmouth, are 
not having a very good season 
this year. Although at home on 
December 13. they lost to Rosslvn 
Park, 21—0. Portsmouth have won 
only two matches this season so far. 

What has come over the Portsmouth 
club which, years ago. were always a 
power on the rugger field? Is it that 
the young men in the Services today 
have* too much work, or is that there 
are too many other attractions? What¬ 
ever the reason, it is a great pity, lor 
the continual defeats will ultimately 
mean the lack of attractive fixtures. 

In spite of poor conditions. Rosslvn 
Park played well, and their handling 
of the muddv ball was reallv superb. 

UNITED SERVICES I* J. Andtaw: R 
Sin.lair. I I H.-dyon. R I.cvmii. S NuludV. 
1. Muvr;«\c. N. lli.Klotd: I. DcmpMcr. <•. 
Thorna*. (1 t tooV. A I ulJtan-fIrccn. I. Italy. 
II. R. Stoicv. M. Ciaml'icr. R I. Mc<iilli\i.»v. 
Russian bark i*. <; Milter: w. i\ C. 

ThmstHxl. f. A AiiiMmi-h. ('. I Ouiram. I’. 
Ilcnka-Cokcr; K !)a\tcv A. J. Crick: R. II. 
Ntalthoii'c. J. A S. NVacKdl. C*. C. U. Williams. 
R !•. Itaidham. J IV t’i!cr\on. R. A. C. Kctlcy. 
T. (1. Thom.i%. A. Ironmonger. 

Referee: R. A. Crook <ll.imp\hirc). 


AUROCHS COMPLETES HER 
- TRIP AROUND THE WORLD 


H .M.S. Bulwark renewed acquaint¬ 
ance with the British Insurance 
Association last month at a lunch. It 
will be remembered that the Associa¬ 
tion “adopted” Bulwark and last 
month gave a large silver “standing 
salt" to the ship. 

On the lunch tabic was the Dorricn 
Cup. which commemorates an ex¬ 
pedition in 1745 when two English 
privateers won £700.000 by capturing 
three French ships. Seamen received 
£850 each. Bulwark's crew have been 
speculating on their share of the 
money which may be due in respect of 
the salvage of the Liberian tanker. 
Melika. in the Gulf of Oman in Sep¬ 
tember last. 

Even the most optimistic man in 
Bulwark is not counting on receiving as 
much as those whom the Dorricn Cup 
commemorates. 


FLEETWOOD 
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H.M.S. Aurochs in rough weather in mid-Atlantic. This photograph was 
taken from a Roval Canadian Air Force aircraft 

Two years with the R.A.N. 

H .M.S. Aurochs, which herthed at the submarine headquarters at Gosport 
on December 3 after a 12.000-mile passage from Australia across the 
Pacific, is the latest submarine of the Royal Navy to circumnavigate the globe. 
She left the United Kingdom in January, 1956, and by way of the Mediter¬ 
ranean and the Far East joined the Fourth Submarine Squadron at Sydney. 

When the submarine Thorough departure from the Station after two 
completed a similar voyage a year ago, years of good service with the Royal 
it was staled at the time that she was Australian Navy and take this oppor- 
probably the first submarine to sail tunity of wishing you, your officers and 
around the world. men a safe passage and happy home- 

Now commanded by Lieut.- coming. Well done." 

Comdr. Peter R. Hay. R.N., the The Aurochs, which has a comple- 
Aurochs has been working with the ment of six officers and some 60 
Royal Australian Navy and in May. ratings, called at Tahiti on her way 
1956. took part in “Monsoon." largest across the Pacific. She passed through 
Commonwealth maritime exercise ever the Panama Canal on November 3 
held in Far Eastern waters with ships and has since visited Curacao and also 
of the Royal Navy and the Royal the U.S. Naval submarine base at Key 
Australian and New- Zealand Navies West on her way back to Britain, 
taking part. H.M.S. Aurochs was laid down in 

Before leaving Sydney at the begin- 1944 and designed for service in the 
ning of October, the captain of the war in the Pacific. She was. however. 
Aurochs received the following mess- not launched until a month before the 
age from the Australian Common- war ended and was completed in 
wealth Naval Board: "Regret your February, 1947. 


J-J.M.S. Fleetwood entered • harbour 
for the last time on the evening of 
December 12. Her days began in 
Dcvonport Dockyard, where she was 
laid down on August 14. 1935. She 
was launched by Lady Reginald 
Plunkct-Ernlc-Erle-Drax. whose hus¬ 
band was the then Commandcr-in- 
Chicf. Plymouth. 

Fleetwood was first commissioned 
on November 17, 1936. and spent the 
next 12 months with the Home Fleet. 
During this period she was present at 
the Coronation Naval Review of King 
George VI. She is one of the few ships 
at the Review which was also present 
at that by Queen Elizabeth. Prior to 
the outbreak of the last World War 
she saw service in the Rod Sea and on 
the Mediterranean Station. In the early 
months of the war she returned for 
escort duties in the North Sea. 

During the Norwegian Campaign in 
1940 she was damaged by air attack. 
In the later stages, however, she man¬ 
aged to evacuate a party of 350 Army 
and R.A.F. personnel from Aandalsnes. 
On her return to Scapa Flow, the 
evacuated officers and men presented 
the ship with a testimonial of appre¬ 
ciation. which is still held. 

In the spring of 1941. Fleetwood 
joined the Western Approaches Com¬ 
mand. initially as part of the 1st Anti- 
Aircraft Division and later as a unit 
for the 44th Escort Group. During this 
period she was one of the escorts who 
safeguarded the ships taking part in 
Operation "Torch" as well as carrying 


out her more routine duties of ocean 
escort to Atlantic Convoys. 

TWO KILLS 

In 1943. Fleetwood was credited 
with two "U" boats killed. The first 
encounter was in the Atlantic when, 
with the corvct Mignonette, "U" 528 
was sunk. Both ships received Admir¬ 
alty congratulations for this encoun¬ 
ter. The second kill occurred in the 
Straits of Gibraltar when, in company 
with H.M.S. Active and H.M.S. 
Withcrington, "U" 340 was sent to 
her doom. 

Fleetwood continued escort duties in 
the Mediterranean during 1944. At the 
end of the year, she was transferred to 
the Portsmouth area where enemy sub¬ 
marine activity had greatly increased. 
She was placed in reserve at Hartlepool 
in August. 1945. However, it was not 
long before she was again commis¬ 
sioned. in January. 1946. and allocated 
to the Portsmouth Squadron. Her role 
was to he trials ship for the Admiralty 
Signals and Radar Establishment, per¬ 
fecting the equipment of the Navy of 
the Future. This role she has success¬ 
fully carried out until the present day. 

It is of interest that 61 per cent, of 
the ship's company arc younger than 
the ship. Fleetwood's mantle of being 
the second oldest operational ship of 
the Royal Navy, now devolves upon 
H.M.S. Protector. 

Fleetwood is commanded by Licut.- 
Cdr. C. E. H. Munro-Faurc. R.N. 


H.M.S. Excellent entertains 

c x 1 T*1 — I there rfocs nof aPP* ar to bc an >' r< 

I n t'T Y-* I Q corded conclusion. On Sunday fori 

JVylllA L ICtJ' noon the teams went for a tri 

_ . . . round the harbour by launch fror 

POR some years now there has been |he Dockvard followed by a wa! 
1 an annual football match between , lhf destroyer. KI.M.S. Vino. 


r an annual football match between 
H.M.S. Excellent and Messrs. John 
Player & Sons, the tobacco firm of 
Nottingham—an association which 
was brought about by the world-wide 
advertisement of Players showing a 
rating w-ith an H.M.S. Excellent cap 
ribbon. 

This year’s match was played at 
Whale Island on Saturday, November 
29. for a trophy which was carved and 
presented by H.M.S. Excellent and re¬ 
sulted in a win for H.M.S. Excellent. 
5—4. Next year the match will bc 
played at Nottingham. 

That same evening the battle was 

refought with skittles and beer, but 


there docs not appear to be any re¬ 
corded conclusion. On Sunday fore¬ 
noon the teams went for a trip 
round the harbour by launch from 
the Dockyard followed by a walk 
round the destroyer, H.M.S. Vigo. 

After a special lunch in the main 
dining hall at Whale Island the visit¬ 
ing team returned to Nottingham in the 
afternoon. 

H.M.S. Excellent is now wondering 
whether the rating in the advertisement 
will appear with a feather in his cap 
ribbon! 

Captain Henry Peel Ritchie. R.N. 
(ret.), the first naval officer to win the 
V.C. in World War I. died in Edin¬ 
burgh. aged 82. 

He won the V.C. at Dar-es-Salaam 
in November, 1914. 


H.M.S. Fleetwood, which, for over 
12 years, has been in and out of 
Portsmouth Harbour. Her crew 
reckon she knows her own way to 
and from the exercise areas 


God rest ye merry, 
Gentlemen 

T HE following messages which 
so aptly show the feelings of 
mutual respect which exist among 
the submariners of the Royal and 
United States Navies were ex¬ 
changed between Flag Officer (Sub¬ 
marines), Fort Blackhousc, and 
Rear Admiral F. B. Warder, U.S.N.: 

To F.O.S.M. from Comsublant 
“Request you convey to all Royal 
Navy Submarine officers and men 
best wishes of Submarine Forces, 
U.S. Atlantic Fleet for a joyous 
holiday season and a New Year 
filled with hope and promise. We 
join with you in the dedication of 
our lives to the preservation of 
peace on earth and goodwill to all 
men." 

To Comsublant from F\O.S.M.: 
•The Officers and Men of the 
Submarine Service of the Royal 
Navy arc deeply appreciative of the 
kind mevsage from the Submarine 
Forces Atlantic F'lcct. W'e in return 
send our own best wishes for 
Christmas and fhc New Year. May 
the comradely relationship which 
already exists between all of us sub¬ 
mariners grow vet stronger during 
the coming year. God rest ye merry, 
gentlemen." 


ALCIDE RETURNS 

T HE Royal Navy submarine H.M.S. 

Alcidc (Ucut.-Cdr. J. H. Blacklock. 
R.N.) returned home on Thursday. 
December II, after an absence of 
some 18 months. 

During this period she has been 
based on Halifax. Nova Scotia, 
operating with the Royal Canadian 
Navy to provide anti-submarine train¬ 
ing. 

Before leaving, the following bands- 
somc “thank you” signal was received 
from Canflaglant (Canadian Flag 
Officer. Atlantic Coast): "Untiring 
and excellent service has been pro¬ 
vided whilst under my command. You 
all have every reason to bc proud of 
your contribution to our anti-sub¬ 
marine effort. Bon voyage and a happy 
Christmas to you all. 


BERNARDS of HARWICH 

extend New Year Greetings 'to all serving with the 

Royal Navy 

A t the same time they remind them that the Bernard 
service provides an ideal way of obtaining not only 
their complete uniform and Civilian clothing require¬ 
ments but also practically all other personal needs 

and those of one's family. 

Where a customer prefers not to 
pay Cash a Credit Account may 
be opened for settlement by 
Banker's Order or Monthly 
Admiralty Allotment, and full de¬ 
tails of this facility and of the 
world-wide personal service pro¬ 
vided by Bernards will gladly be 
given at a Branch or through 
Head Office. 

Start the New Year right by 
opening an account with Bernards 
for remember — 

You Really Do Buy Better at 
Bernards. 

C. H. BERNARD & SONS 

LTD. 

ANGLIA HOUSE, HARWICH, ESSEX 

Branches at: 6-8 Queen Street, Portsmouth; 24 Mart in Terrace. Dcvonport; 
Military’ Road, Chatham; 26 South Street, Valletta, Malta; 18 The Strand, 

Sliema; 255/7 Main Street Gibraltar. 

And at Deal, Dunfermline Falmouth, Helensburgh, Grimsby, Harwich, 
Londonderry, Milford Haven, Ncwcastlc-undcr-Lymc, Portland. Rosyth. 
Skegness, Weymouth, Lossiemouth. Arbroath, Abbotsinch, Eglinton, 
Kctc. Brawdy Corsham, Worthy Down and at H.M.S. Dolphin. 
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TWENTY-THREE THOUSAND MILES 



N TOWING DUTIES 

Submarine hauled from West Indies 


A “DR A I* r chit*’ to H.M.S. Samsonia set me wondering. What was she—an air station in Scotland? W'hat was the 
n job—Home Service or shore base? My inquiries soon sorted Bungs out A White Ensign tug operating from Ports¬ 
mouth and spending her time towing around the British Isles when not alongside the wall at Portsmouth. Such 
was the information 1 gathered. How wrong can one be? A tug on a Home Sea Sersice commission—yes, but 
Samsonia, from November, 1957, to September, 1958, logged close on 23,000 miles, and that kind of distance is not 
done hugging a dockyard wall. 

I joined Samsonia—a clean and tidy vessel 


in November to be met with } nm;mil. i. k i . t 

the "buzz" that we were to sail for Singapore the next day. We sailed all right, nuks. It had taken i 

but not for Singapore; instead it was to Shccrness to collect the Jamaica and !°. , ,ngs!on b >' ,b ' 

tow her to the Garcloch for breaking up. ! . W| . lhout , a ,ow - 50 wc . ful1 

take at least six weeks it 

On the way to Shccrncss I learnt that it was the cruiser Jamaica and not *? r the return journey, 
quite a bit about the Samsonia. Built the island of Jamaica we were going to time looking at the san 
at Robb’s Yard, in Leith, in 1941-42 tow. I was to learn from experience scc ‘. n 8 the same lilms o 
as the second of the Bustler Class res- that the bigger the ship the bigger the again. We had five films u 
cue and salvage tugs, she was used in wires, shackles and manillas. and con- Normally we are only 
that role until the end of the war. scqucntly the more sweat and time borrow 1,1 ms and equipn 
Those of you who have seen the pic- went into preparing the tow. and I was arc Koing to be away Iron 
lure "The Key" will have a pretty to learn that recovering all the gear *°ng towing jobs, 
good idea what this entailed, but un- and stowing it away after a tow is However, the trip bac 
fortunately I have no information of completed is an even more laborious quite so long as expected, 
her war record other than that she task. mainly good weather. I 

operated mostly in the Western Anyway for the record wc, in com- during the rough spells tw 
Approaches. Incidentally, she was pany with the R.F.A. tug "Saucy." ing bridles parted, which 
called the Sansam then. Her length got the Jamaica up to the Garcloch in two. and we had momcn 
overall is 204 feet, beam 40 feet and four days, where wc had a break at last few days when we th 
displacement 1.630 tons; twin Polar Greenock before towing a floating business it was going t 
Atlas diesel engines driving a single dock from Rothesay to Barrow-in- remaining bridles parted r 
screw, develop 3.200 h.p. Her range Furness—the last job before Christ- recover what was left of 
at full speed (16 knots) is 11,904. and mas. 1957. prepare a new one at sea 

at economical speed (12 knots) 16.416. Our programme for 1958 began with however, and just 30 days 
All fresh water has to be carried, as towing the Mermaid from Portsmouth ston wc arrived at Plynn 
there is no means of making it on- to the Tyne. Then we raced to Ply- Turpin there. That same n 
board. Complement: 4 officers and 37 mouth and towed the Hart back to the to Portsmouth to catch 


GIBRALTAR AND MALTA ^ 

Almost immediately after Easter r.. W”’ > . 

on - M \ 

Hartlepool to r \\ 

returning to Portsmouth to collect a ~r J M I'nYJ 

N A S. Lighter and tow it to Malta. > w.r vlV | 

Prom Malta we lowed salvage lifting -A | 1 V 

craft back to Plymouth, and any r t'' ' 

us during that return trip must have Taking Turpin in tow 

had the fright of his life, because the _ . . _ 

low was swinging through an angle of Portsmouth and to our refit which was sail for Pompcy. 
120-160 degrees, which looked at night duc fair *y soon . but "No sir!" once have a break if v 
like a ship with a drunken helmsman in a P ain - "Prepare the tow." Hawsers, don’t forget, this 
control. However, that sort of thing is shackles, stoppers and the thousand and and from what I 
to be expected with a ship having other Jhings which go to make a low boys have been g 
virtually a flat bottom and blunt bow. bad to be made ready, and laid out for a year or so of ll 
On that trip wc managed to get one usc b ' ; [" ro wc rcall > - 8« a quiet General Service 
days leave in Gibraltar and a couple 5 ?" .“ ; *Uhough we had four Foreign Sea jobs 

at Malta. In all wc had five runs ashore " Mal,a wc can 1 w > “ was a , 11 1 

during that month. holiday. our nine months 

i k T . ! b*d things became a bit easier behind us. wc had the "Be all and end just for the recon 

or ih° r ! h i rCC f P vv S m *? rg . cl U !u ' a,r of lowing—good weather—and have steamed cl 
mg oir the Me of Wight during the rca chcd Gibraltar in six days. After a already this year 
month of July we were left alone until run ashorc | as ,j n g a fcw hours, we set 


TUGGY 


Submariners’ free ‘sky lift 


II.MA SiuiLsunia "* iru 10 <?n ^cp^nmer 1 : 

a tow from Hythe m Southampton 

Bermuda. Eventually she was repaired tow for Barrow-in-Furness, but unfor- Water to Malta, 
and returned to the Royal Navy in tunatcly due to heavy weather in the 

May, 1952. and underwent an exten- Western Channel, when we were hove- 'HIE LOW “PARTS" 

sivc refit, joining the White Ensign to for 24 hours, wc had to put into Havinc cot to llvtht wo'iihcr rrnnrf*' 
Tugs in March. 1953. and for the re- Plymouth. This proved fortunate for forc3d a rouch n^ce fo^us 
mamder of that year did a fair amount us. because riding out a Force 9 gale throughout the trip but it was decided 1 
of towing around the U.K. covering for that time had so weakened the TpTs on and h^pe ihal bx thcMimc 

towing bollards on the Morecombc 1 

IS ! Bay that we pulled one set clean olf 
. just olf Plymouth breakwater, and she 
1956. 12.146; star,c ^ drift. However, harbour tugs 
' had been standing hy at the break¬ 
water. so they got her before’she had 
gone any distance. Then just to keep 
the boys amused we were ordered to 
return to Portsmouth straightaway. , a 
and were given two days to store up. 
get our tropical gear together and sail 
for the West Indies. It was not until 
we were well under way for Kingston, 
in Jamaica, that we learnt that wc 
would be lowing the submarine Turpin 
. back to U.K. 


O N November 16, a fogey Sunday morning, there was an unusual sighl in 
the East River as the Submarines Ambush (Licut.-Cdr. P. F. B. Roc), 
Alderney (Licut.-Cdr. R. A. llcdgceock) and Alcidc (Lieut.-Cdr. J. II. Blacklock), 
arris ed from their base in Halifax, No\a Scotia, and secured alongside at 
Brooklyn Navy Yard. 

The next few da\*» were a whirl of course, the Empire State Building. The 

nil parties. Submariners were the first people for 
ml British 29 years to be given a free visit to the 
god sight- top of the Empire State Building. 

J Nations Tl, c destroyer U.S.S. Brownson. 
1 . Hayden which was host ship to the Squadron, 
and. ot was also-cclebrating its 13th birthday 

-and many of the snips’ companies of 

the submarines were invited to their 
T \ T Ty dance. Many clubs and organisations 
' l \r !2j ,n New York threw open their doors to 
the Squadron. 

Many took the opportunity to do 
j £\ their Christmas shopping. The P.X. 

did a roaring trade with the sailors, and 
7 5th Avenue and Times Square were 

I treated to the sight of Jack ashore. 

Sporting events were arranged and 
LA. Indc- Ihc Squadron heat the R.M.S. Queen 
Warrior). Elizabeth 6—1 at soccer and New 
; work in York Rugby Football Club. 6—3. 
performed The visit continued for a week for 
lien of the Ambush and Alderney, though Alcidc 
sent from had to depart for exercises after only 


2.3(H) miles. 

In the succeeding years she h 
"clocked" up the following mileages 
1954. 670; 1955. 12.627 
1957. 6.561; towing a variety of craft 
notably two floating docks, three 
cruisers, one aircraft carrier, several 
destroyers and frigates, and in 1955 
towed the Wager from Simonstown to 
Portsmouth in six weeks. She was 
busily employed at Port Said and be¬ 
tween there and Cyprus during the 
Sue/. Campaign in 1956. 

So there you have in a nutshell a 
brief history of the ship and what she 
had been up to before I joined. 

PREPARE FOR TOWING 

Well, having left the lining of my 
stomach somewhere olf Beachy Head 
and feeling the elTect of six weeks’ 

Foreign Service leave with too much 
rich food. I staggered up on deck at 
Sheerness to prepare the tow. 

Now I reckon I have handled a few 
wires and manillas in my time, but 
when the bosun smacked the end of a 
90-fathom 20-inch manilla in my hand 
and said, "flake that down on top of 
the towing hold. Jack," I almost col¬ 
lapsed. If I had not had some support, 
in fact a lot of support, I would still 

be flaking that manilla down yet. It left in the Maidstone before wc got and we made a little over 10 knots the lung, and the Naval Attache. Rear- 
took 10 of us plus the after capstan to there, and only a skeleton crew of whole wav, arriving outside Grand Admiral Benjamin M. Colman. accom- 
do the job in two hours. Then wc had about 25 men remained. Harbour at 2000 hrs. on Friday. Sep- panied by a representative of the 

to get wires ready, none of them less Qnc w*ay and another we made the timber 12. where wc anchored and Admiralty, flew to the carrier in a 
than a 5-inch, plus what appeared to ^cst of that week in Kingston and pre- brought our tow up alongside. Sud- helicopter provided by the courtesy of 
be the entire stock of shackles in the parc j ourselves for the long haul back dcnly it blew up and wc had to enter H.M.S. Vernon. 

Royal Navy. l0 U K which ^siTt going to ^ harbour that night instead of the fol- The official party flew back to Ports- 

Aftcr seeing that lot on deck I began straight back by the route wc had h>wmg morning. mouth when the carrier started moving 

to wonder if I had got the story right, come, but across almost to the African Now we were all set to rush back to on her way home. 


we got into the Bay of Biscay it would file Un 
have improved. Such was not to be. Consul 
for we were met by a Force 7 S.W. gale, seeing t 
and very rough seas, forcing us to ease Building 
right down to about 4 knots. Looking Planetar 
back on our tow from time to time * 

I felt sorry for those dozen hands on 
the minesweeper. Wc were heaving a jr* 

ere having a ZM fZ 
rough time, and early on the second * 

morning just before daybreak in a ^ 

blinding rainstorm the tow parted, and f 
the minesweeper was at the mercy of j 
the seas. Because of her design she 1 
immediately turned beam on to the 
wind, which meant at right angles to 
the sea. and it must have taken an 
expert sailor to have kept his feet "‘THE . 
something under him for the three hours it took 1 pend< 
but we hit . ns to connect up a new tow. However, after cii 
about the i 'vc got her again, which was the main commits 
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CHECK THIS LIST 


FREE CAREER-BOOKS FOR 
NAVY NEWS READERS 

OERE li exciting and encouraging new* for every 
11 ambiiiou«*NA V Y NEWS* reader who veek% (I) entry 
(o a worthwhile career ; (2) quicker promotion and higher 
pay, or (3) a complete change of occupation. How thete 
end* may be achieved—aafely and comfortably—1% now 
explained in a brilliant new aeries of Practical Careers 
Books which The School of Career* is distributing free 
of charge to men and women who feel that, given the 
necessary facts and practical help, they, too, could enjoy 
security, independence, and greater personal satisfaction. 

TODAY’S GREAT XEW OPPORTUNITIES 

WhwtYtr jour eiperKnce oe cduonco, >ou <*« Uct* shtul in s 
thosen career cr quality for rap*J rromcsico. You will find all the 
guidance yvu need, detaih of how >ou can he helped in a my pr*«tKal 
way and much ehe in three vahuNc FREE Guides. I hey trll you 
about today's great new <?poctunitics. outline the widest range of 
successful Home Study Courses in all branches of Engineering. 
HuUdlng, Commerce, the ClsTI Sees lee. Polke, Journalism. 
Art. clc- and describe the unique benefits of our Adsisoey and 
Arfomtments Departments. 


'ff&JZSLSSf ,T t0STS N0T,I,NG 

T0 nVD ° ,T! 

2®**. i!*C K you are earning less than 
*c ? / <20 a and are dmatnficd 

with sour progress and future 
y£#4*Ey/ tell US what really 

Sw% i 1 *cy / interests you and we will select 
/ sou a free Career Bock. Many 
first-class opportunities are knt 
I because people simply have not heard about 
I them iW pet subject—even if you base 
I hardly anv knowledge of it—may be the key 
— I to a real future for you. 

i7/j ! It will cost you noshing to find out. 
- Select your subject and post the Coupon. 
■ We will then send you a suitable Career 
Hook—FREE and entirely without obliga- 

- a lion, and you will then be able to prose 

_ I for yourself that the Job you always 

! tronUd to do Is within your grasp. 




IhCdkl OKA I ISO SII.I. * nil. LONDON. At MICA. AL'kIRALIA, CANADA. INDIA: ITC 


Aberdeen pre-eminent in study of 


dehydrated foods 

“ A BERDEEN leads Ihe world in research into methods of dehydrating 
z'Yfood," said Mr. Hector Hughes, Member of Parliament for Aberdeen 
North, “and I hope that the results of the research of our British scientists 
will hear fruit in commercial exploitation in the 1 nited Kingdom.** Mr. Hector 
Hughes was visiting the Food Dehydration Exhibition at the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture, Fisheries and Food headquarters in London. 


Mr. Hughes was interested to see at 
the exhibition photographs illustrating 
the development in food dehydration 
being carried out at the laboratories, 
pilot plants and factory of the 
Ministry’s Research Establishment in 
Aberdeen. 

Dr. H. R. Barncll, Deputy Chief 
Scientific Adviser (Food), showed Mr. 
Hughes samples of the wide variety 
of dehydrated fish. meat, fruit and 
vegetables produced in Aberdeen. 

Of especial interest were the dehy¬ 
drated precooked meals, such as 
curried beef and rice, veal and ham 
and steak and kidney. These dishes 
need only the addition of hot or cold 
water to be reconstituted and ready to 
cat in a matter of minutes. Until a few 
years ago it was necessary to soak de¬ 
hydrated food for up to 12 hours. 

Mr. Hughes was particularly in¬ 
terested to learn from Mr. G. N. 
Lawrence. Food Development Liaison 
Officer of the Ministry, that dehy¬ 
drated foods from Aberdeen were used 
by Sir Edmund Hilary and Dr. Fuchs 
on the Transantarctic Expedition and 
were commented upon most favour¬ 
ably. 


LIGHTWEIGHT COMBAT 
RATIONS 

The light weight, keeping qualities 
without special storage and the case 
of reconstitution make these de¬ 
hydrated products very valuable in the 
victualling of expeditions and as light¬ 
weight combat rations for the Army. 
Photographs in the exhibition showed 
Mr. Hughes the use of the five-ounce 
meat bar. which represents 16 ounces 
of fresh meat, as a survival ration, and 
the value of dehydrated products in 
the galley of a submarine, where space 
dictates the quantity of food taken on 
board. 

After his visit Mr. Hughes said: "It 
is appropriate that I should be the 
first Member of Parliament to visit 
this exhibition on the work of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Fisheries and 
Food's Research Establishment in 
Aberdeen, because I. as the Member 
of Parliament for Aberdeen North, 
have already visited the factory in 
Aberdeen when it was officially opened 
in July, 1951. under the auspices of 
my old friend Maurice Webb, who 
was then Minister of Food. 

“I am very much impressed by the 


advances made by this experimental 
factory since my earlier visits there 
and the scientists responsible for these 
advances arc to be congratulated. 'The 
pre-eminence of Aberdeen is evi¬ 
denced by the fact that scientists from 
all over the world come there to study 
the latest developments. This work in 
Aberdeen. I am proud to think, keeps 
Britain well ahead of all other nations 
in this sphere. 

"As it happens, when the Queen’s 
gracious speech opening Parliament 
was under debate in the House of 
Commons recently. I chose as my 
topic the comparative neglect in the 
I application of science to the everyday 
affairs of life. I was not then aware 
of the giant strides made by Aberdeen 
in this particular sphere. 1 pointed out 
that civilised nations were paying more 
attention to dramatic achievements, 
such as the Sputnik aimed at the moon, 
the Pioneer intended to cncirdc the 
moon and the submarine Nautilus, 
travelled under the North Pole. These 
were spectacular, but the discoveries 
| and advances made by this research 
station at Aberdeen touch the lives of 
the ordinary citizens more intimately 
I than the spectacular achievements 1 
have referred to. 

"I understand that some British 
businessmen arc already exploiting in 
a small way the vast commercial 
potentialities of these developments. 
There is available all the "know how" 
in Aberdeen and in the public interest 
it is to be hoped that the results of 
these developments will be taken up 
more extensively by commercial 
firms." 


SUBMARINE HAS 
10,000 VISITORS 


H .M. Submarine Alaric. which re¬ 
turned to Portsmouth in October 
after six months* detached service, 
operated with ships and aircraft of 
the British East Indies and Far Eastern 
Elects, the Royal Air Force, the French 
Fleets, the Royal Air Force, the 
French Navy .and Air Force, the 
Indian. Pakistan and South African 
Navies and Air Forces during this 
period. 

The submarine travelled a total of 
over 22.000 miles during the period and 
visited Malta, Aden, Tnncomalcc, 
Mauritius, Durban, Port Elizabeth, 
Simonstown and Ponta Dclgada (in the 
Azores). Malta, Aden and Trincomalcc 
were all in a state of unrest which 
caused some leave restrictions, but 
this was more than made up for at the 
later ports of call. Accommodation was 
laid on out of the submarine at Trin¬ 
comalcc. Mauritius and Simonstown 
and as these were the only ports at 
which the submarine spent any length 
of time and since living on board a 
submarine in harbour presents con¬ 
siderable inconvenience, the arrange¬ 
ments made were greatly appreciated 
and helped to make the cruise 
thoroughly enjoyable. 


VISITORS 


It is estimated lhat 10,000 people 
visited the submarine at various times, 
and many service passengers were 
taken to sea for short periods. The hos¬ 
pitality afforded the submariners was 
lavish, particularly at Mauritius and 
the South African ports. Cricket, soc¬ 
cer. rugger, hockey, tennis and darts 
were played against local teams and 
olhcr ships whenever the opportunity 
arose, and very friendly relations were 
established between the submarine and 
other ships of the Commonwealth 
Navies and, of course, with the inhabi¬ 
tants of the places visited. 

Soccer matches were played most 
week-ends—and also when the ship 
was in harbour undergoing self-main¬ 
tenance. Victory was not always with 
the opponents. 'Pic rugger team ex¬ 
celled itself by beating the vSouth 
African Ship Vrystaat. but had no luck 
in bringing Good Hope to battle. 


One rating was married in Simons¬ 
town. 

FRIENDLY CITY 

Port Elizabeth, the “Friendly 
City,** was very pleased to sec the 
first British submarine to visit the 
port since the war and as a United 
States submarine had been there 
earlier, Alaric's visit restored the 
balance of power. 

Films were by far the most popular 
form of entertainment at sea. Crib, 
whist, ’uckcrs, quizzes, crossword 
puzzles, all helped to keep away bore¬ 
dom during the long sea passages, the 
longest of which was 19 days, but this 
was homeward bound. 

The Commandcr-in-Chief, South 
Atlantic and South Africa, Vice- 
Admiral R. D. Watson, C.B., C.B.E., 
many of his staff, and the band, at¬ 
tended Alaric's departure and the 
action of the South African ships in 
harbour, Vrystaat, Good Hope and 
Natal in manning and cheering ship 
was very much appreciated. 

On the way home from the Cape an 
exercise took place with the French 
frigate La Bcrnais and an aircraft from 
Dakar. Records were exchanged dur¬ 
ing had weather by coston gun line. 
'Pic evolution was enhanced by the 
receipt of a bottle of champagne to 
which a suitable reply was dispatched. 

Altogether the cruise was a very 
happy one, and the only complaint 
from Alaric was that having sailed at 
the end of one English winter she re¬ 
turned at the start of another. 


LIFE ASSURANCE 

A dmiralty Elect order 2970/58 

gives an up-to-date list of 
life assurance companies under the 
Admiralty scheme whereby ratings 
and other ranks may take out policies 
on a number of different plans to meet 
their special needs. Payment of 
premiums is arranged under the Naval 
allotment system on a monthly basis. 
All the offices participating in the 
scheme arc equally to be recom¬ 
mended. 


Mr. Hector Hughes, Q.C., Member of Parliaivcnt for Aberdeen North, who was visiting the Food Dehydration 
Exhibition at Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Headquarters in I.onrion. sees a dehydrated compressed 
cabbage block similar to those shown in a photograph taken on board H.M. Submarine Tactician. Each block 
represents enough cabbage for 16 men. With Mr. Hughes arc Dr. H. R. Barncll. Deputy Chief Scientific Adviser 
(Food) of the Ministry of Agriculture. Fisheries and Food, and, extreme left, Mr. G. N. Lawrence, Food 

Development Liaison Officer of the Ministry 

R.N. hockey RIVER PLATE VETERANS 


knock-out draw 

T HE draw for the third round to be 
played on Wednesday. January 21. 
1959. is as follows: Royal Marines, 
Eastncv v. H.M.S. Daedalus. R.N.A.S., 
Ycovilion v. Reserve Fleet. Plymouth. 
H.M.S. Ariel v. Royal Marines. Deal. 
R.N.A.S.. Arbroath v. the winner of 
the Cu Id rose v. R.N.B., Plymouth, 
match. 

The first-named team is the home 
team. 


REUNION 

O N Saturday, December 13. mem¬ 
bers of the ships’ companies of 
1 H.M. Ships Ajax and Exeter and* 
H.M.N.Z. Ship Achilles met once again 
at a short service of remembrance at 
the war memorial on Plymouth Hoc j 
and attended the annual dinner and 
reunion in the evening. Some ship¬ 
mates had travelled over 200 miles in 
i order to attend. 


A t your service . 






a. 


SONS 


IT? 


REMOVALS and WAREHOUSING 

PACKING FOR SHIPMENT 

13 Clarendon Road, Soullisea ,c ^ nc 


The River Plate action fought off 
South America on December 13. 1939. 
one of the bitterest actions of the last 
war. resulted in the scuttling of the 
German pocket battleship Graf Spec. 

During the past year the Rev. 
George Groves, of Chard, late Chap- 
laip of H.M.S. Exeter, has died. The 
prayers at the war memorial were taken 
by the Rev. R. Knight, of R.N. Bar¬ 
racks. Dcvonport. and a wreath laid by 
S./M. Victor Garrett, a Leading Cook 
in H.M.S. Exeter. A commemoration 
ceremony was also held in New Zea¬ 
land on ihe same day. 

As a matter of interest to all who 
took part in this action, there is in 
being a River Plate Veterans’ Associa¬ 
tion. and all information can be 
obtained from the Hon. Secretary. 
S./M. F. R. Noddcr, 70 Fore Street, 
Torpoint. Cornwall. 

It is hoped that a reunion and 
dinner may be arranged in London at 
some future date, where members of 
the ships’ companies can meet again 
irrespective of belonging to the Asso¬ 
ciation. Meanwhile, any of the old 
ship's company who arc interested in 
joining should c •.itact the Hon. Secre¬ 
tary. 
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THE 

ROYAL NAVAL 
ASSOCIATION 


O NCE again the Chcam and 
Worcester Park Branch had a very 
successful dance and made a nice addi¬ 
tion to the General Purpose Fund 
which we arc building up for our 1959 
Anniversary celebrations. 

To finish off the Christmas festivi¬ 
ties the branch held a dance on Decem¬ 
ber 27 and it turned out to be a very 
enjoyable and fitting end to Christmas. 

On January 14 the Annual Child¬ 
ren's Party is to be held at H.Q.. and 
the youngsters are looking forward to 
this event very eagerly. 

Friday. January 16. is the dale of 
the Anuual Meeting Night, when “vol¬ 
unteers" to take over a “trick” at the 
wheel of the good ship Cheam and 
Worcester Park and keep her on a 
straight and steady course for the next 
12 months will be called for. A 100 per 
cent, muster on this night is the aim 
and it is hoped that there will be more Secretary 
than one name for each office on the i 
nomination sheets. This branch must Shipmate 
have one i 

branch officers in the area a 
Association—young blood is 
thing in a branch. 

Saturday. January 31. is dance night 
for the branch, when the Battersea 


INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 


ROYAL NAVY’S 


HELP OTHERS 

Portsmouth’s Twenty- 


MISS BRITANNIA 


1 is a pity that the usual Dorset 
dialect is adrift this month, but the 
Bert Coleman, has had a 
nasty accident and on behalf of all the 
. ts 1 wish him a speedy rc- 

of the youngest sets of covcry. It is hoped that by the time 
area and in the this goes to press he will have enjoyed 
good his Christmas turkey and pudding. "Get 
well soon. Sec." 

Since the branch last appeared in 
print it has been up to all kinds of 
things: reunion, tramp suppers, to 
Pompcy Branch outing. Christmas 
draw social. Thanks arc due to Vice- 
Chairman Babb for all he did to swell 
the kitty. It will all be needed in 1959. 

Portland always likes to read where 
branches arc on the increase in mem¬ 
bership. It is with joy that Portland 
can say that at every monthly meeting 
it has the pleasure of welcoming new 
shipmates. It is hoped that in the not 
too far off future, the branch will have 
its own headquarters. Yes. shipmates, 
the land has been bought, so look for 
big things in the Portland Branch. 
Everyone will be kept informed of pro¬ 
gress. so when visiting Sunny Dorset 
you can park right alongside. 

I would be failing in my duties if 1 
omitted in these notes a big word of 
thanks to everybody in the Pompcy 
Branch for the wonderful time they 
The parade in the afternoon took place ! gave us on December 6 . It would be 
in lovely weather and include Trafal- wrong for me to pinpoint any in- 
gar Square this year, which was a dividual, because it must have taken 
great improvement. The meeting in the some real hard “behind the scene” 
Royal Festival Hall in the evening was work to put a two and a half hours’ 
as good as it has ever been. The only show on like that. I cannot put in 
disappointment was that "the Forces’ writing just how much we did appre- 
swccthcart" was absent sick. date everything they did. 'Thanks a 

The branch dinner was another great lot. shipmates." 
occasion. Guests included the Area We were very pleased to see. know 
Representative on the National Coun- and talk to our Editor while we were 
had spent many years in the Medi- the toast of the Association, saying that cil of the Association as well as the there. Perhaps lie will come and give 
terranean. said it had been a trouble out of 315 branches in the association, chairman of the area. And because us a visit with the Pompcy Branch next 
area ever since 1935. He told his | css than 40 wcrc 21 years old. adding Bedford's Cmdr. Newton is president year when we get kitted up. and that 
audience of the great woric done by that Portsmouth, being a naval port of the area and Shipmate Reed is secre- goes for all the other branches, too. 

Bulwark and other ships in the Gulf an( | ninny Service men joining the tary, it can he said all the area officials _ 

of Oman which resulted in the sal- association through Portsmouth whilst were present. Mr. and Mrs. Swift and 

vage of two tankers which had col- still serving, other branches were cn- Padre Hart, besides several other roophnc 

tided, been set. on lire, and richcd by those shipmates when Ihcv friends from the other Associations 1 tv 1 

abandoned by their crews. left the .Service and returned to their of B.U.S.A. attended. Mr. Swift said | _ _. 

home towns. some verv nice things about the R.N.A. a ceniurv 


BOUT 350 members of the Portsmouth Branch of the Royal 
Naval Association and their friends attended the branch annual 
dinner on December 5. The occasion was also the twenty-first 


1 reunion 
anniversary dinner of the branch. 

Licut.-Cdr. S. S. Noble, the Vice-President of the Branch, proposed the toast 
of the Guests which included Admiral Sir Guy Grantham (Commander-in- 
Chief, Portsmouth) and Lady Grantham, and Mr. A. G. I^gg (National 
Councillor of the Association). 

In his remarks. Cdr. Noble referred j When the chairman of the Ports- 
to the talk given by Admiral Grantham mouth Branch. Mr. L. Bray, proposed 
from Nelson's Cabin in Victory, which the toast of the Royal Naval Associa- 
was relayed from Portsmouth to Lon- | tion. he said that he little thought when 
don. on the occasion of the associa- ‘ he became a founder member of the 
lion's annual reunion in the Festival Portsmouth Branch that he would be 
Hall. privileged to be chairman of the branch 

In his reply, the Commander-in- on its twenty-first anniversary. The 
Chief stated that lie bad great regard branch was 11 years without perma- 
for the Royal Naval Association, say- nent headquarters, but after very much 
ing that it kept alive the spirit and bap- hard work. 75 members who between 
pi ness of all those who had served in them subscribed over £ 112 . their 
the Royal Navy, and he went on to say present headquarters in Pitt Street, 
that the ships of the Navy today were Portsmouth, was started, and it is now- 
stretched from north to south, and one of the best R.N.A. Clubs in the 
from east to west. He mentioned, association. Regarding the future, the 


All area officials 
at Bedford dinner 


Miss Norma Glcdhill, aged 17, 01 
6 Durnford Street. Middleton. Lancs, 
elected as Miss Britannia of the 
Middleton. Manchester Branch. Miss 
Glcdhill attended the Annual Re¬ 
union at the Festival Hall on 
October 18 


ON LEAVE 
AT BANGOR 


T ill- Bangor Branch sends greetings 
to all shipmates and particularly 
those who have visited our head¬ 
quarters while on holiday in Ireland 
tliis year. Since their visit things have 
altered considerably. The Branch has 
secured new premises which, when all 
necessary alterations have been carried 
out. will be ideal for the comfort of 
the members and well equipped to 
provide refreshment and rest for the 
shins' companies of visiting warships. 
This latter aim. which has always been 
one of the chief activities of the 
branch, has not been lost sight of in 
the planning of the new premises. The 
installation of a modern kitchen and 
provision for sleeping accommodation 
for libertymen stranded by bad weather 
together with a bar and lounges. TV. 
room, billiards and dart room should 
ensure that visiting crews will have 
every facility. 


Newton Abbot 
eniovs 

Plymouth visit 


T HE "get-togethers” of the Newton I Newcastle 
Abbot branch are proving highly other branche 
successful, as the following report Londonderry 1 
shows I mate Andersoi 

Recently the branch visited should auton 
Plymouth branch and a four-aiuEa- branches when 
half-hour programme of entertain- trict. Inc scco 
men! followed al splendid tea supplied nioutn. At U 
bv the Plymouth l adies' Section, shipmate has 
Plymouth has a wonderful supply of mate C hicl U 
talent and the fun was fast and furious, ms wife and so 
The visit was the second annual visit ^nipmatc urri 
made by Newton Abbot to Plymouth next year and 
and Newton is determined to repay the 50 . * ortsmout 
lavish hospitality they received when 
the Plymouth branch pays its return 1,1 

visit to Newton Abot. rliNLH. 

The Marguerite School of Dancing 
recently gave a colourful series of j 
dances’ in aid of Newton Abbot FutUTC ffl 
branch funds, and the sum of , 

£12 I Os. 3d. was gratefully received by i diSCUS! 
the branch chairman. Shipmate W. G. 

I.angridcc. The January 

The Torbay R.M. Association and branch, the A 
members of the Newton Abbot Hos- to be held o 
nital staff social club were guests of to be a ful 
the Torbay branch at a social arranged Possible futu 
by the ladies* section. The programme cussed at the 
was tape-recorded. as there are lik 

The honorary secretary of the in branch off 
Association is Shipmate Lewis, of 15 leave these itei 

who extends a At the last r 


Order or Renewal Form 

(Delete as appropriate) 

‘NAVY NEWS’ OFFICE, ROYAL NAVAL 
BARRACKS, PORTSMOUTH 


Please post a copy ol each issue ot “Nary Noey*' to 


Name 


Address 


I enclose herewith money order I postal order I cheque value $/-. being 
a subscription for 12 issues, including postage 


tMonth) 


Broadlands Avenue 
warm welcome to other organisations 
in Newton Abbot to join them. 


Commence . . 

// member of R.N. Association, please state Branch 
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<o*v' is* 


Your wife seems in an awful 
paddy, sir” 


This view of Simonstown—“the gate¬ 
way to the East**—will doubtless 
bring back memories to many sea¬ 
farers. The naval base at Sinioas- 
town. after 143 years of British use, 
was handed over to the South Afri¬ 
can Navy on April 2. 1957 


L Individual 
Service 


Backed by the experience of 
half a century, we have built up 
a reputation for civilian and naval 
wear of which we have good 
reason to be proud. 

Such careful attention has been 
devoted to the finer points of 
good tailoring, style and finish that 
the demand for our service con¬ 
tinues with increasing regularity. 


Good Clothes are made by 


FLEMINGS 


First Sea Lord 

visits 


of PORTSMOUTH 

Civilian and Naval Tailors and Outfitters 

Local Branches: 

Royal Sailors’ Home, 11 D ' TrafalgarServicesClub 

Queen Street P0KT5MUUI h Edinburgh Road 

Head Offices: 

HAY STREET and PORTLAND STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

Phono: Portsmouth 24251 (3 lines) Grams: Navterco* Portsmouth 

Branches at 

Devonport, Weymouth, Dunfcrm'inc, Malta, 

H.M.S. Mercury 

Member of the Interport Naval Traders' Association 


There was a small lire In the auxiliary 
boiler room of 11.M.S. Scarborough 
at Portsmouth on December 16. The 
fire was brought quickly under con¬ 
trol and there were no casualties and 
no damage 


A.M.P. SOCIETY 

FOR LIFE AND ENDOWMENT ASSURANCE WITH 

LOW PREMIUMS—GOOD BONUSES 
LIBERAL CONDITIONS 

Naval Personnel normally accepted with War and Service risks covered 

AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY 

Head Office for the UNITED KINGDOM 

73-76 KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON. E.C.4 

Assets £400,000,000 

For service in the Portsmouth area contact Mr. W. D. Stcyn. 374 London Road, 
PORTSMOUTH. Hants. (Telephone No. Portamouth 60551) 


T HE First Sea Lord (Admiral of the 
Fleet Earl Mountbatten of Burma) 
visited Portsmouth on December 19 
and paid an informal visit to H.M.S. 
Leopard, recently completed in H.M. 
Dockyard. Portsmouth. 

The Leopard class, viz.. Leopard. 
Jaguar. Lynx and Puma, arc anti-air¬ 
craft frigates designed primarily for 
the protection of convoys against air¬ 
craft and will also serve as a medium 
type of destroyer in offensive opera¬ 
tions. 


In October wc published a photograph of the Italian training vessel Almcrigo 
Vespucci in full sail. This photograph shows the vessel anchored in Grand 
Harbour. Valletta, when the ship visited Malta. The Commanding Officer. 
Capt. Parlo Palidini. laid a wreath on the main war memorial in Pembroke 
Cemetery, and called upon the Flag Officer, Malta, Rear-Admiral Sir Charles 
Madden. Bt., C.B., who is seen here in his barge about to return the call 


I1.M.S. Torquay turning at speed 
during exercises in August, 1958. 
Torquay Is a Whitby class anti¬ 
submarine frigate and all the ships 
of this class, of which there arc 16. 
are named after seaside resorts. With 
their high foVsIe and clean lines 
these ships ride well in a seaway, 
and are exceptionally dry. It has been 
stated that the operations room is 
the lines! ever put Into a small ship 


H.M.S. Broadsword, the first of the four units of the Weapon Class- to he 
modernised, is seen during post-relit sea trials. All her control equipment 
has been brought up to date and habitability has been raised to the highest 
standard possible in this class of ship. A noticeable feature of her new 
silhouette is the second mast which has been installed to carry a new type of 

air warning radar 


MODERN ‘WEAPON’ CLASS 
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FIJIAN PETTY OFFICER 
PASSES G.I. COURSE 


rMan Cj till, while Mr. R- A. Allan. D.S.O., O.K.K., M.l'., Parliamentary and Financial Secretary 
Resident. Persian to the Board of Admiralty, talks to C.P.O. Writer J. M. Ilendrie. of Glasgow, 

rrows. K.C.M.G., on board II.M5. Loch Fync during a visit to Trincomulee 

n a short visit to . _ t 

mouth of the River Shalt HI Arab ; Army by sea was organised by H.M.5 
visited Colombo , , whlch lcads P asl Abadan up to Loch Fyne. On November 2 Hi 

id bottom scrape ? :,sra . ) dl ! rmg chc ,ra 9 cr,s,s - Hcr Ma icsty King Hussein visited Aqab 

• shin’s comninv * uncl ! on lhcrc was *° ,>c in readiness for the departure ceremony, and cam 

it the Services s;,fc i :u;,rd British lives and interests aboard H.M.S. Loch Fync. where h 

lawa in the hills ,n ,rat * shouW ,his havc bccn neccs- was greeted by a royal guard pro 

lips company to sa P r * ... . .. , vidcd b V ,bc Koyal Marine Detach 

ised shortly after- . m,d *A‘igust the ship left the ment. Ships in the harbour wer 
- ‘ Persian Gull for the last time, and dressed overall and 21-gun roya 

.. f . # . went south of the Equator to Mombasa salutes were fired by H.M.S. Loci 

mp took part in f or a week’s visit. There^he embarked Fync and H.M.S. Ceylon. 

in2 „ r vj S ,f , lhc Parliamentary Under-Secretary of The ship left Aqaba on November 
Indian Navy and State for the Colonies. Mr. John (the last British service unit to leav 
if al Profumo. O.B.E.. M.P.. and look him Jordan), and after an uneventfu 

* pcrioo. untor- f or a week’s visit to the Scychelle passage home arrived in Devonport oi 

i'?.. ma Ct i ,s,ands - I.CKH) miles out in the Indian November 18 to relit, give leave am 

I due to the civil Ocean. After this visit the ship pro- payolf. 

i at tins time. cccded to Aden and thence to Aqaba Loch Fync (Capt. B. Pcngclly 

ck at her base at in Jordan, arriving on October 25. D.S.C.. R.N., of Loi>e. Cornwall) is ai 

in Chiu in mid- At Aqaba the ship was guardship anti-submarine frigate of 1,890 tons 
mmediately was while British troops were in the Hcr complement is 10 officers and 16; 
guardship at the country, and the evacuation of the ratings. 


Petty Ofliccr William Kaikuna, who successfully passed the gunnery 
instructor's course in II.M.S. Excellent, has left the United Kingdom to return 
to Suva, Fiji, to undertake the gunnery training of ratings of the Fiji 
R.N.V.R. Although Petty Ofliccr Raikuna was not enamoured of English 
weather, he expressed himself as pleased with the English people he met. 
His difficult gunnery course lasted 40 weeks and it is believed that he is the 

first Fijian ever to qualify at Whale Island 


Compiled by. and printed with 
permission of. Commander W. It. 
Row hot ham . Royal Navy 

December 12. 1941 


Passage of 
Breconshire from Alexandria to Malta 
and partial engagement with Italian 
battleships. Rear-Admiral P. Vian. 
C.S.I5 in Naiad. 

December 13. 1939—Cdre. H. H. 
Harwood (Ajax) 


engaged German 1 ol 
pocket battleship Admiral Graf Spec ^ 
of! the River Plate and drove her into 
Montevideo, outside which port she W 
scuttled herself on the 17th. 

December 13. 1939—Salmon torpe¬ 
doed German cruisers Leipzig and 
Nurmbcrg. # 

December 13. 1941—Legion. Maori. 

Sikli and Netherlands destroyer Isaac 
Sweers sank Italian cruisers Alberico 
da Barbiano and Alberto di Guissano 
olf Cape Bon. 

December 14. 1939—Kelly badly 
damaged by German mine off mouth 
of Tyne.. 

December 15. 1899—Battle of 

C'olenso. Naval Brigade of Terrible. 
Forte. Tartar and Philomel. 

December 18. 1793—Vice-Admiral 
Lord Hood (Victory) at the evacuation 
of Toulon. Fourteen French ships of 
the line and 19 frigates and corvettes 
captured or destroyed. 

December 19. 1941—Neptune and 
Kandahar sunk by mines olT Tripoli. 

December 19. 1941—Queen Eliza¬ 
beth and Valiant severely damaged by 
Italian "human” torpedoes at Alex¬ 
andria. 

December 25. 1941—Hong Kong 
surrendered to Japanese forces. 

December 26. 1943 


January 19. 1839.—Capture of Aden. THE second annual dinner and ball realise that one is not always forgot- Prizes for dan 
January 22.—Anzio landing. 1 of the Torpedo and Anti-Submarine ten even if removed from the realm C.P.O. and Mrs. 

January 24. 1915.—Action of the Instructors Association was held on of active service. Merry, and P.O. a 

Dogger Bank. Vice-Admiral Sir David November 28 at lhc Royal Sailors’ The Chairman of lhc Association. The organisers I 
Beany (l ion) v. Rear-Admiral H.pper Home Club. Portsmouth, and it was C.P.O. A. Fraser, in proposing the congratulate the 
(Scydlit/.). German Blucher sunk a highly successful occasion. toast c f "Our Ladies and Guests." splendid arrange!.! 

January - 6 . 1841. Hong Kong lor- Over 140 members, guests and mentioned that it was the second occa- (hanks have been 
mally taken possession of by Com- friends sat down to a first-class dinner sion on which he had acted as Chair- ager and st ill of 
nuKlorc James John Gordon Bremer j and many more joined for the Ball man for the Annual Dinner, and said Home Club for th 
(Wellesley). .... which followed. what an honour it was to havc Admiral hard work. 

- 8 - —sunk in the , h Guests of Honour were Admiral wil ' is »•'«*». them, particularly so as he 

r ^ ' of ,hc Sir Algernon Willis and 'J 'he Senior Ol 

Geoffrey Saxton White (K14). Post- , a<Jy WiMjs Rear-Admiral N. A. Branch left in th 

“January 30. 1944,-Hardy lor- C° p ‘>" an -* hc , n 'Y ,,r ‘ h ?\ L °m Tn • RS rinB ,hc 

pedoed by German U278 and sunk ,r?;,,i .^i 'rm! P ; E « A « s,slc ? Kl on mc ?"" 

bv own forces olf Bear Island (Commanding Officer. H.M.S. Ver- possible, with I 

o> own lorccs ott Hcar island. non) and Mrs. Blundell, and Capt. ships” and ex-Toi 

Corrections to November list of anni- (i - Found (Commanding Officer, whilst the Fourth 
versaries: H.M.S. Osprey) and Mrs. Pound. The out familiar face 

November 19. 1915. Line 2: for Training Staff of H.M.S. Vernon were 
“Davis” read "Davies.” represented by Commander and Mrs. 

November 25. 1941. Line 2: for Sims, and Lieut.-Cdr. and Mrs. Bright. 

"Barani" read "Barrani.” Other guests were the representa- 

November 27. 1940. Line 3: foi lives of the Royal .Naval Electricians 
"Somcvillc” read “Somerville." Association, the Koval Naval and 

Dec!”!*—T.i 0 ”Anw»? t Kad > "Au>an‘*: (.* V arinc gunnery Instructors Associa- 
-Aiutvc" read "Aivt^c." lion. and five Canadian Iorpedo and 

*\s*kcrY’■ *rcad '^sv"* rcJd Aur ' >ra : for Anti-Submarine Instructors from the 
ix-c. 4.—For “Erne” read "t : .«c “ Royal Canadian ships which were then 

t)cc. For ••Nurmbcre" read “Norn- in port. Capt. Pound had travelled 

- from Portland to attend the function. 

Capt. Allan Villiers. who took Admiral. Willis, in an interesting 
Mayflower II across the Atlantic in speech, proposed the toast of the 
1957. has stated that he was pleased T.A.S.1. Association, referring to the 
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News of other navies 


U.S. navy cancels exercises 

iob Friendly Wives 

YY Hoiwong ran aground on Bamboo • 1* 

Reef in the Paracel Island last Octo- tlipp| 111 I ||lPl 
her. major U.S. Navy exercises were All V^111V/1 

cancelled to allow the heavy cruiser —^ * 

U.S.S. Helena to aid the stricken ship. Mprf V I l|t|AAi*r 7 
The Hoiwong ran aground during A 


* 

C I as si tied A dvertisements 


rir DEVELOPMENTS T 
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W HEN the 3.405 ton passenger ship 
Hoiwong ran aground on Bamboo 
Reef in the Paracel Island last Octo¬ 
ber. major U.S. Navy exercises were 
cancelled to allow the heavy cruiser 
U.S.S. Helena to aid the stricken ship. 

The Hoiwong ran aground during 
the middle watch. The master 
appealed for help from the U.S. 7th 
Meet guarding the Straits of Formosa. 
He reported that the ship had been 
holed and that No. 2 hold was flooded. 
Within a few hours the Helena, flying 
the flag of Vice-Admiral F. N. 
Kivcttc, C.-in-C. 7th Fleet, arrived on 
the scene. The heavy seas running at 
the time made it impossible to take 
otr crew and passengers from the Hoi- 
WOJtg by boat so the Helena’s two 
helicopters were used. Before the 
Helena’s arrival, from the exercise area 
across the South China Sea near the 
Philippines, two Hong Kong tugs had 
tried and failed to get the Hoiwong olf 
the reef; a freighter was also standing 
by the wreck unable to help because 
of heavy seas. 

Most of the passengers ferried to 
the Helena were women and children 
returning to their homes in the Singa¬ 
pore area after visiting relatives in 
Communist China. The ship’s company 
of the Helena laid on film shows and 
distributed sweets and ice-cream to the 
children on the 420-milc voyage from 
the Paracels north-east to Hong Kong. 

France is now building up a Fleet 
train. The oiler I .a Saonc has recently 
completed a major refit to enable her 
to support a task force at sea. A sister 
ship. La Seine, has already completed 
a similar though not quite so drastic 
relit. 


mess 

T HE Soulhsca Branch of the 
R.N.F.U.S.W. held their Christmas 
Party on December 8 in Jervis Hall, 
R.N. Barracks. The branch is very 
grateful to the chief petty officers of the 
Barracks for permitting the use of 
their hall, which was so beautifully 
decorated. 

A welcome visitor to this meeting 
was Mrs. Curry, vice-chairman of 
Portsmouth Friendly Wives, who was 
introduced to the members by Mrs. 
Talbot, wife of the Commodore of the 
Naval Barracks. 

The Farlington Drama Group enter¬ 
tained the members with a very amus¬ 
ing one-act play called "The Success 
Story.” which was very ably produced 
by Mrs. Silk. 

During the tea party, which was pre¬ 
pared by the tea committee and 
helpers, the music played by the Royal 
Marine Trio helped to give the party 
a very festive air. 

Prizes were presented by Mrs. Curry. 
A nottlc of sherry was won by Mrs. 
Pickering; a tin of biscuits by Mrs. 
Sibley; box of chocolates by Mrs. 
Raggett. Christmas cake by Mrs. 
Merritt, who also won the box of 
crackers. 

The next meeting will be held in the 
Commodore’s Conference Room. R.N. 
Barracks, on Monday. January 12. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

AJAX radio-controlled U\i*. 24-hoar service.— 
Tel.: Portsmouth 35333/4 (two lines). 

HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS and BAGGAGE 
Morcd. moved tucked. shipped.—While A G>- 
Lid.. North End Junction. Poruroouth. Phone 
63221. 

DO YOU devire houve ownership? Why pay 
c*cc\w»c rent? Home purchase with endow¬ 
ment iterance with reduced premiurm by naval 
allotment ensure* tccurity for the future: 
■®3 per cent, to 100 per cent, loam advanced.— 
W rite for ful: panicularx without obligation to 
S. V. Norrix. ''Gwenlyn.'* Bccchwood A venae. 
Waterloo!il!c. .Hants. 


HOUSES 


FURNISHED ACCOMMODATION always 
available to P Os. and their wire*. Short lets 
preferred.—Phone Portsmouth 242X1 for detail* 
and appointment to view. 

FULLY FURNLSHED FLATLETS with own 
kitchens, comum hot water. AUo fiat. No 
children. Terms moderate.—38 Shaftesbury 
Road. Southaca (opposite Queen's Hotel). 

COMFORTABLE FURNLSHED FLAT (lounge, 
bedroom, kitchen). Suitable couple. Term*. 
3 an*, weekly—Addrov —? —? —? — 


ACCOMMODATION 

FLATLET. Furnished. Own kitchen, ok of 
bathroom. Vacant.—Rina 33746. or apply Mr*. 
Toms. 2 Wilson Grove. Southsca. 

FURNLSHED. Front bedroom, titling-room, 
kitchenette. Vacant.—Write Ryall. 82 Bcrev- 
ford Road. North End. Portsmouth. 

TO LET FURNISHED. Two comfortable 
rooms and kitchen: 45a. weekly. Sorry, no 
children.—SO St. Augustine Road. Southaca. 


Southaca. 


AI.VERSTORE. Larte tunny furnished rooms: 
own kitchen, electric light and bor water In¬ 
clusive. Baby or expectant mother welcomed. 
3J im —Gosport fe o > 

ACCOMMODATION TO 1JTT. Every conveni¬ 
ence. Vacant now—Bell. 31 Oof ion Road. 
Portsmouth. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

WANTED. Theoretical and Practical Instructor 
on Motor Vehicle Maintenance.—Apply with 
qualicatiot* to Manager. Nava! School of 
Motor ini. 311 Twyford Avenue. Portsmouth. 


National Company selling Business Systems offers to mature men with 
forceful personality a great opportunity to enter the selling world. 

Ideally we seek men aged 25/45 with specialty selling experience 
and/or sound knowledge of Business Systems, but if you feel you have 
some special qualification we shall be pleased to hear from you. 

Expansion plans have created vacancies in LONDON, BIRMING¬ 
HAM, LEEDS, KENT, SURREY and EDINBURGH, and successful 
men earn £750-£I,200 per annum (based on salary and commission). 

Send fullest details to 

SALES MANAGER 

/ EGRY LIMITED 

IS. HANOVER SQUARE. LONDON. W.I 


MOTORS 






1 



WINES and SPIRITS 
for all special occasions 

Whether it is for the supply of the 
individual customer or for Wardroom 
or Mess, Naafi has large stocks of 
wines, spirits and liqueurs of the highest 
quality—carefully chosen and carefully bottled. 
In Naafi cellars the correct temperature is 
always maintained—thus ensuring that wines 
reach perfection under ideal conditions. 

Wine lists showing the complete range of wines 
of choice vintages arc obtainable on request. 



The off.dot conteen organisation for H. M . Forces 

Wines fi, SPIRITS SALES OFFICE • 91 KENNINCTON LANE • LONDON S.E.II 

Telephone: Reliance 1200 


A. F, HATTER A SONS lTt*U*tUtr) LTD.. 
84-1(VI PALMERSTON ROAD. 
SOUTIISEA 
Tel.: IVxtvmouth 20939 

A Company of the lUyter Group— 

THE WHOLE NEW RANGE OF AUSTINS 
ON DISPLAY 

1935 HILLMAN 10 tourer. £45 

1947 STANDARD 12. colour Nick. £245 

1948 LEA - FRANCIS shooting brake, 

colour frcy . £245 

1934 STANDARD 10. coloor black: 

• food order . £50 

1955 IIILLMAN Husky. colour irey. 

fitted heater and demister . £425 

IMMEDIATE HIRE-PURCHASE AND 
INSURANCE FACILITIES 
All arranicmcm* made for car* for eipoct. 
Arc you about to return from abroad? Why not 
dr»*p a line and have a Ar waiting for you. 
All arrangement* nude In a few hour*. 
Fleet of Hire Car* also available. 
•TIAVTERS FOR QUALITY USED CARS'* 


Advancements 


/^ONITRMAriON ha* been received that the 
^ following have been advanced to the Chief 
Petty Officer or Chief Artificer rate: 

To Chief Karine Room Artificer 

MX 777592 A. R. Toombs. MX 645X05 J. If. 
Read MX 1205*** J. c. Holman. MX 842602 
A. NV Burton. MX 766X55 1). II. Grout. MX 
703*62 F. R. Lee. MX 637944 I). Smith. MX 
56**J)7 W. A. Iland>xidc 

To Chief Mechanician (El 

KX 7W227 W. II. CotHCy. KX 96736 G. A. P. 
Orchard. KX 94135 J. lorrcxt. KX **68*8 L. W. 
Jcllrcy. 

To Chief Shipwright 

MX55762 I). W. Jarvis. MX62IX82 M. W. 
McGlynn. MX 75900) J. Zammit MX 89886 
D. S. W. Tucker. MX 863551 ll. L. Jamcx. 
MX 728777 R. W. Durvon. MX 72X782 R. G. 

New. 

To Chkf Joiner 

MX 816457 D. C. Slucc. 

To Artfog Chief Radio Eleelrieal Artificer. 

MX 855526 R. Peckham. 

To Acting Chief EJectdlcnl Artificer 

MX 645**82 W. J. Thompson. 

To Chief Peti, Officer 

JX 148589 F. G. Ankcrx. JX 141035 C. Clatk. 
JXI50396 K. F. Goodacrc. JX159V9U ||. S. 
Webber. JX 246230 I). Mant. JX 159333 J. A. 
Bow rim. JX712666 G. F. Tamky. 

To C.R.S. 

JX 712111 R. Carroll. JX 158902 P. R. C. 
I ewendon. JX I33b54 E. J. Scuddcr. JX 581425 
R. S. Richards. 

To Chief CoeanumleatSoo Yeoman 

JX 371396 P llokixworth. JX 29234S A. T. 
Bill. JX 581108 T. E. Warden. 

To Store* Chief Peri, Officer (V) 

MX 880515 J. R. Hooper. MX 833955 T. 
Amo*. 

To Store* Chkf Petty Officer (Si 

MX 795678 C. I- Daunccy. MX8325S6 J. E. 
Spencer. 

To Chief felly Officer Cook (S) 

MX 58208 A. W. Stedman. 

To Chkf Wren Writer (Pa>) 

71267 B. M. Wakefield. 


PORTSMOUTH' 


Careers in Engineering Company of ex-Royal 
Navy skilled craftsmen as Fitters, Turners, 
Milling machinists, etc. Good working con¬ 
ditions and rates of pay in new factory. 

Apply Personnel Officer — 

CJC DEVELOPMENTS (Portsmouth) LTD. 

Fitzherbert Road, Farlington, PORTSMOUTH 

UNITED KINGDOM ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY 
RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT - - - HARWELL 

CAREERS FOR CRAFTSMEN 
IN ATOMIC ENERGY 

Are you seeking an Interesting and progressive career when 
you leave the Royal Navy? Employment at Harwell offers you 
exceptionally Interesting work In the expanding programme 
of Atomic Energy Research. 

Craftsmen are required for a wide range of work connected 
with the manufacture of prototypes or with the maintenance 
of reactors and other plant. 

PRECISION FITTERS&TURNERS, MAINTENANCE 
FITTERS and INSTRUMENT MECHANICS are particu¬ 
larly required, but vacancies arise In other jobs from time to 
time. 

Applications are especially Invited from men In the following 
classes who are due to be released In the near future: 

ENGINE ROOM ARTIFICERS 

ELECTRICAL ARTIFICERS 

RADIO ELECTRICAL ARTIFICERS 

ORDNANCE ARTIFICERS 

ELECTRICAL/MECHANICAL MECHANICIANS 

MARRIED MEN will be eligible for housing If living outside 
A.E.R.E. transport area. A lodging allowance will be paid In 
some cases to married men separated from their families whilst 
waiting for a house (waiting period about 9 months). 

Working conditions are first dassT and there are good 
prospects of promotion. 

Apply to: 

The Industrial Recruitment Officer, A.E.R.E. Harwell, Berks, 
for a copy of the booklet "A Career in Atomic Energy" which sets 
out rates of pay and conditions of employment at Harwell. 


THE BENTLEY 
ENGINEERING GO. LTD 


GILLETT WORKS, GREAT BOOKHAM, SURREY 


Have Vacancies 


for 


SKILLED MECHANICAL FITTER 
ERECTORS FOR FIRE CONTROL 
AND SERVO GEAR 


★ Good rates of pay ★ Congenial and pleasant 
working conditions ★ Pension scheme after quali¬ 
fying period * Excellent Canteen ★ Train and 
bus service adjacent to factory ★ Assisted travel 
allowance 


Apply In person or in writing to Personnel Manager 

at the above address 





































16 


NAVY NEWS 


January, 195* 




T HE following players have beci 
selected to represent Portsmoull 
| Command in the match agains 
R.A.M.C.. Crook ham (Aldershot) 01 
j January 8. 

This game is in preparation for thi 
first Inter-Command Cup game. Ail 
Command versus Portsmouth Com 
maud, on January 14 at Fratton Park 

a c ._ u _: i • i. . . —__ . 


the team for which will be announced 
after the R.A.M.C. match. 

A.II Dcuvbcrry (Vanguard): K A KclJ 
(Dryad). Shpt. Brown (R.N.B.): L./Sca. Brown 
(R.N.P r. School). P.O.M.iF. ) fnxworth 
(Sultan). 1*0. Reed (Collin**«*KJ): A.B. l).»\io 
(Dryad). PO. Mitchell (Dolphin). t.R A. I.utle- 
a>le% (l>olnhin). A.B Topliw (R N B.l, R.E.M. 
Wilvw (Co|lin«wvHxl). 

Rc*cr\e*: O.A. Lyons (Excellent) Wtr. Steven* 
CN.D.A.. Ila\lcmere). Bd. Set. Ward (R.M.. 
Eaunev) 

Official*: Q.M S I. Avlinc. linesman (R.M 
BirncLo. S./Lt. Shennard CR.N.P.T. Sch«H»l). 
C.PO. Reynold* (CoUm*wood). P.O. Ilart 
(IXtlnhm). C./Std Biker <St. Vincent). 


Make your first “Port of Call" for Dancing 

The Savoy Ballroom. Radio Band Every Friday 


Printed and Published for and on behalf of the Navy N»ws Committee by Gale & Poldcn Limited AJder&bol 


‘Down under’ squadron: 
Example of co-operation 

Little is heard by the readers of the “Navy News*’ of the Fourth Submarine 
Squadron, mainly due to the 12,000 miles that separate the squadron from 
home and the fact that it docs not work solely with the Royal Navy. The 
squadron is an excellent example of Commonwealth co-operation. 


SUBMARINERS 


LEARN TO 


T HE cost of running it is shared 
between the United Kingdom. Aus¬ 
tralian and New Zealand Govern¬ 
ments. and our submarines divide their 
time between the Australian. New 
Zealand and Far East Stations. To 
complete the intcr-Commonwealth 
relationship some R.C.N. personnel 
are serving with the squadron. 

The squadron is based at the Bal¬ 
moral Naval Depot in Sydney’s Middle 
Harbour. The base is in a residential 
area, and has probably the most 
pleasant setting of any naval base in 
the world; it was built during the 
Second World War. and has its own 
tennis courts, cinema, wet canteen and 
swimming pool. 

The submarine mcssdccks have their 


something to suit them. The cost of 
living in Australia is higher than at 
home, but the standard is also much 
higher to compensate for it. and the 
beer is much stronger! Families can 
reclaim medical expenses incurred here 
on the British National Health Scheme. 

100 Days at Sea 

The squadron normally has three 
submarines on its strength, one usually | 
being refitted at Singapore, so it can 
be seen from the area covered that they 
have to spend a lot of time at sea. On 
an average each submarine steams 
25.000 miles a year, which at a speed 
of 12 knots works out at nearly 100 
days. At the time of writing. H.M.S. 
Aurochs is on her way home after 


ATTACK ON SHORE 

Realistic view through periscope 

T HE Submarine Attack Teacher at HALS. Dolphin is designed for the train¬ 
ing of submarine ofliccrs and men in their main job of attacking the enemy, 
a duty which it has successfully fulfilled for 40 years or so. It provides initial 
training facilities for officers and men on joining submarines, embryo com¬ 
manding officers and continuation training for British and NATO submarine 
attack teams. 


The Periscope School for training 
commanding officers was originally in 
H.M.S. Thames at Sheerncss. moving 
to Campbeltown at the latter end of 
the First World War. It moved to 
H.M.S. Vulcan at Portland in 1919. 
subsequently transferring to H.M.S. 
Ladas at Portsmouth. At this time 
H.M.S. Aleeto was the target ship, and 
Hornet was part of the submarine base. 

After Fort Blockhouse became a sub¬ 
marine base in 1901 it was realised 
that much basic training in attack 


technique and drill could be carried 
out on shore, thus allowing a sub¬ 
marine to he free to carry out repairs 
or maintenance. Accordingly the first 
teacher was set up in the Rose Garden. 

This teacher was an extremely basic 
arrangement of wires and string with 
its plot (for assessing dummy attacks 
carried out) situated in what is now the 
captain’s bathroom and its trollcyway 
(upon which the target runs) lying 
parallel to the wall, ending near the 
’’hole in the wall." It is understood 
that this was a genuine "hole" to give 
j access to the pier and has since been 
enlarged into the archway that can 
now allow cars and vans to pass. 

DUMMY CONTROL ROOM 

In 1939 the attack teacher was 
moved to its present quarters close to 
the 100 -foot submarine escape training 
tank. It is a two-storey building. The 
| ground floor consists of a dummy 
submarine control room, while the 
upper floor provides an assessing room 
from which the courses and speeds of 
the targets can be altered and the sub¬ 
marine can be manivuvred as ordered 
by the submarine captain in the control 
room. During the war the teacher was 
manned by Wrens, who helped many 
successful commanding ofliccrs to 
practise attacking. 'Ibis teacher still 
relied on wire and string to a major 
extent and was modernised at the end 
of the Second World War. 

I bis modernisation consisted mainly 
! of using hydraulic power to move the 
I target and turn the submarine’s con- 
I trol room. 

SCALE MODELS 

The attack teacher gives a realistic 
view through the periscope of up to 
two targets escorted by five destroyers 
which can weave individually or as a 


unit with the target. Modern infor¬ 
mation sources can be fed in and the 
whole allows for realistic speeds and 
ranges of about 10 miles. It is custom¬ 
ary for a gin bottle—but full of water 
—to be shaken over the periscope 
window of the captain who forgets to 
reduce speed sufficiently when he wants 
the periscope up. Accurate scale 
modi/Ts of most of the world’s war and 
merchant ships arc used as targets. 
One interesting model is that called 
"The Perisher." This is a replica of 
the old Ladas and is a most difficult 
vessel to attack. The mast and funnel 
are off centre line, and the camouflage 
painting gives a false bow aft. giving 
the appearance of coming towards 
when in fact going away. Another in¬ 
teresting model is "The Tea Cup." 
upon which it is impossible to in- 
clinatc. 

Tradition now dictates that the 
final attack of a "Perisher." or 
comm a n d i n g ofliccrs’ qualifying 
course, is carried out by "Teacher, 
and this may range from Cutty Sark 
escorted by five Victorys to Kon-Tiki 
escorted by mermaids. All of these are 
made or bought by classes and form 
quite a collection of odd sea(?)-going 
craft. For models relying on sail or 
currents, they arc nothing if not cap¬ 
ricious when manipulated by the 
pupils. 

10.000 ATTACKS 

Since 1940 the names of all officers 
who have successfully completed a 
submarine commanding officer's quali¬ 
fying course have been kept on the 
walls of the Assessing Room. To date 
these comprise 391 British. 32 Dutch. 
24 Norwegian, nine Danish, eight 
French, eight Polish, five Greek, one 
Portuguese and one Yugoslav. 

At present there are three classes 
for submarine commanding ofliccrs 
held each year, comprising five British 
I ofliccrs and usually one NATO officer. 
Their initial attack training is carried 
out in the Attack Teacher, before they 
move on to obtain practical experience 
' at sea. 

Mr. E. Meyers, who has been in 
charge of the teacher since 1945, is 
retiring early this year and for those 
who fancy statistics has taken part in 
10.000 submarine attacks, which must 
be a world record! 


own television room adjacent—there 
are three television networks covering 
the Sydney area, one national and two 
commercial. There are playing fields 
within two minutes' walk of the gates. 
Incidentally the squadron has a very 
high reputation at soccer, both in intcr- 
Scrvicc and in civilian leagues, five of 
its players being selected for the Royal 
Australian Navy side last season. 

Bachelors Do Less 

The squadron is on a continuous 
commission, replacements normally 
being provided by two drafts a year. 
Personnel are on a Foreign Service 
Commission and are accompanied by 
their families if they wish. Married 
accompanied personnel serve for two 
and a half years, whilst the bachelors 
and unaccompanied men only do 18 
months. 

Accommodation is not easy to find 
in Sydney, and rents are high compared 
with the U.K.: however, the squadron 
has its own house-hunting organisa¬ 
tion. while the local overseas allowance 
is j,.:fficL % nt to co'cr the rent, and the 
majority of nativ.s quite easily find 


H.M.A.S. Penguin, the Balmoral naval base in Sydney's Middle Harbour. 
The accessibility of the playing fields and the fine natural setting are apparent 

nearly three years attached to the ! filming of the novel by Neville Shute. 


squadron. She will have circumnavi¬ 
gated the world in that time, and 
among the ports that she has visited 
arc Malta. Aden, Colombo. Singapore. 
Hong Kong. Bangkok. Manilla. Dilli 
(Timor). Cairns. Townsville. Newcastle 
(N.S.W.), Sydney. Melbourne. Ade¬ 
laide. Auckland. Wellington. Key West 
and Curacao. 

The squadron is in the process of 
turning over from the conventional 
T Class submarine to the modernised I 


On the Beach." They are looking for 
ward to co-starring with Miss Ava 
Gardner, but are disappointed that 
they have not been oflered American 
rates of pay whilst doing so. However, 
it is thought that they, will manage to 
get by on Melbourne bitter and an 
introduction to "Chloc." 

Last hut not least in this very short 
article on the "Down under" Squad¬ 
ron. it should be mentioned that the 
normal method of joining and leaving 


A Class, which, with their higher sur- the squadron is by luxury liner, which 
face speed and better living conditions has certain advantages over both air 
arc more suitable for service out here. ' trooping and the Grey Funnel Line, as 
Telemachus. the last of the three *» mode of travel. Mess-deck arguments | 
famous T Class that have made up this . here rage over the rival merits of the 
squadron since its formation in 1948. P- « O. versus the Orient Line, and , 
is expected to return to England at the | characters have been known to become | 
end of 1959. extremely bitter just because they 

didn’t get an air-conditioned cabin with 
In a Film a porthole on the side of the ship that 

H.M.S. Andrew will be ofl to Mel- they wanted. Yes. life is pretty rugged 
bourne shortly to play the part of the I out here. 

American atomic 
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Just try this new way of smoking 
—perfect cigarettes, made to 
suit your preference in flavour, 
size and strength. It’s the 
smart thing now to— 


For Only 9^d start choice smoking today 
with a RIZLA Rolling Machine 
Cigarette Papers and Filter Tips. 



